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THE BEST AUSSIE HUMOR!
Citizen Vain
The Bonfire
of“the Vanities.”
is the hottest book since

- Lucifer Beelzebub

Gerry Burke is a perennial finalist in multiple literary
competitions; 13 awards for 10 of his books. His short story
collections are the definitive choice for holiday reading.
WWW.GERRYBURKE.NET
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A WORD FROM THE PUBLISHER

Indie Book
Awards.
BY SARAH KLOTH, PUBLISHER

Every year, we receive entry
after entry in our annual
Shelf Unbound Best Indie
Book Competition. We
received hundreds of entries
this year in all manner of
genres.
You can find the winners,
finalists, long-listed, and
our top “Notable” books in
this issue. To everyone who
entered, we want to let you
all know how much we
enjoyed reading your books.
This year, judging our entries
was incredibly hard as we
were graced with many great
works.

Our overall winner is The Hive
by Melissa Scholes Young.
"The Hive is a story of class
in America and the fates of
four sisters and their family
business in a politically divided
Midwestern town. The Fehlers
provide a working-class lens on
a complicated family facing a
recession. I hope it’s a useful read
for our politically divided country
in this moment. I believe stories
can heal us. We have access to
worlds we might not otherwise
spend time in. Each of the Fehler
women have their own journey
and they discover so much about
themselves through sudden grief."
- Melissa Scholes Young
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New YA Fantasy Trilogy – an adventure-filled,
coming-of-age novel, with mystery and a touch of
the paranormal.
“The author rounds out her tale with
increasing suspense…. a delightful
fantasy with a likable and powerful young
heroine.” ~ Kirkus Reviews
“Samuels delivers a YA novel that expertly
weaves themes of troubled friendships,
identity, and family changes with an
evocative paranormal mystery.”
- Publishers Weekly, The BookLife Prize

Where to Buy:
Amazon | Authors Website

PHOEBE DOUSE: SECRET SOCIETY FOR SPECIAL
ABILITIES AND ARTEFACTS BY L. SAMUELS
Grandmother Naan's superstitious stories seem too peculiar and childish to Phoebe
Douse. But when surprising and unfortunate circumstances in Texas lead her to
accept a timely invitation to attend a remote boarding school, thousands of miles
away in Scotland, Phoebe finds that everything is not what she made herself believe.
Unwittingly, Phoebe is thrown onto the stage of power and danger as events unfold
that reveal the extent of her abilities and Naan's connection to the school. There,
Phoebe is introduced to the clandestine world of S3A2 and is forced to decide
between her new friends and the promises of power and S3A2 status from the
welcoming but strangely mysterious Headmaster Duff.
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THE HIVE

BY MELISSA SCHOLES
YOUNG
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WINNER

2021 SHELF UNBOUND COMPETITION

Our Winner.
of the 2021 Shelf Unbound
Competition for Best
Independently Published Book

A STORY OF
SURVIVAL,
SISTERS, AND
SECRETS.
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The Hive.
A story of survival, sisters, and secrets.
The Fehler sisters wanted to be more
than bug girls but growing up in a
fourth- generation family pest control
business in rural Missouri, their path
was fixed. The family talked about
Fehler Family Exterminating at every
meal, even when their mom said to
separate the business from the family,
an impossible task. They tried to
escape work with trips to their trailer
camp on the Mississippi River, but the
sisters did more fighting than fishing.
If only there was a son to lead rural
Missouri insect control and guide the
way through a crumbling patriarchy.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
MELISSA SCHOLES YOUNG

Melissa Scholes Young is the author of the novels The Hive
and Flood, and editor of Grace in Darkness and Furious
Gravity, two anthologies by women writers. She is a
contributing editor at Fiction Writers Review, and her work
has appeared in the Atlantic, Ms., Washington Post, Poets
& Writers, Ploughshares, Literary Hub and elsewhere. She
has been the recipient of the Bread Loaf Bakeless Camargo
Foundation Residency Fellowship and the Center for Mark
Twain Studies’ Quarry Farm Fellowship. Born and raised
in Hannibal, Missouri, she is now an associate professor in
Literature at American University.
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Interview with Melissa
Scholes Young.
Tell us a little bit about yourself.
MSY: I’m a country girl living in a big city. I’m
a teacher and I help people tell their stories on
the page. I have a dog named Huck, and he’s the
best boy ever. I grew up in Hannibal, Missouri, a
hometown I share with Mark Twain. I’m a firstgeneration college student and that means a lot
to me. I write about rural communities, class
struggles, political fractures, and our connection
and threat to land.
Tell us a little bit about The Hive.
MSY: The Hive is a story of class in America
and the fates of four sisters and their family
business in a politically divided Midwestern
town. The Fehlers provide a working-class lens
on a complicated family facing a recession. I
hope it’s a useful read for our politically divided
country in this moment. I believe stories can
heal us. We have access to worlds we might not
otherwise spend time in. Each of the Fehler
women have their own journey and they
discover so much about themselves through
sudden grief. Many of the family disagreements
in the business and the marriage intentionally
mirror the debates we’re having as a country
about health care and human rights. That
existential fear and collective trauma of feeling
profound insignificance fuels our political
divide. The Fehlers are an example of that in
middle America so I wanted to use their dinner
table as a safe place to sort what we are facing as
a nation. It’s true; you inherit your place, your
family, your politics, maybe your religion, but in
an examined life, you question those things too.
To create an authentic portrait, you have to ask
questions and interrogate what you think you
know and why.

Where did the inspiration for The
Hive come from?
MSY: I attended Prepper Camp, a three-day
wilderness skill building workshop in rural
North Carolina and interrogated the line
between preparedness and paranoia. I went to
Prepper Camp thinking it was going to be a
gun show, and it turned out to be a survivalist
camp. The Fehlers would fit in well there. In
one workshop, we walked the forest, and they
taught us what we could eat. I learned about bee
keeping, composting, and solar energy. Grace
is a survivalist who wants to live in conjunction
with the land, but she believes in threats
that don’t actually exist. When fear justifies
‘othering’ so we can dehumanize, we’ve crossed
a dangerous line and Grace gets close to that
precipice. She is a fierce mother and will protect
her family, but she has to face and to fix herself
before she can save the hive.
Did you always know you were going
to write this story?
MSY: I always knew the story had to be set
in 2008 because I wanted to talk about the
recession in middle America. Growing fear,
resentment, and blaming of Obama laid a
foundation for the election eight years later
and the radicalism we see today. Robbie, the
patriarch and most problematic member of
the hive, longs for the past but it’s really his
wrestling for power. He liked the world that
was made for him and resists the change that
he fears won’t serve him. Robbie’s sudden death
makes more room for the five women in the
family to grow from their grief.
The Hive is also a story about small businesses
in America struggling through recession. This
is even more acute in 2021 trying to stay alive
11
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through the pandemic uncertainty. Familyowned businesses, like the one I grew up in, are
the backbone of the American economy. The
Fehlers want to take care of their employees.
Their employees need healthcare; we all do. It’s a
basic human right. But they also know that their
business is being bankrupt with the cost. The
Fehlers are facing medical bankruptcy through
no fault of their own. It’s important to indict
institutions rather than people.
Are there any parts of your
background or personal life
experiences that appeared in your
book?
MSY: Like the Fehler sisters, I was raised in a
family pest control business in rural Missouri,
but this is not my family’s story. I didn’t set
out to write the familiar as fiction. I wanted
to tell the story of feminism rising from rural
roots and to wrestle with the politics of family
business succession. Anything that creeped in
was by full permission. The story of Robbie
and Grace’s honeymoon collecting insects for
a pinned collection for his Entomology project
is my parent’s story so I asked them if I could
use it in the novel. Growing up in a family
business, children are necessary labor so writing
that came naturally too. I don’t write about the
people in my life, but you’ll see their spirit on
every page.
Tell us a little bit about the
characters and your experience
developing each of their story lines
and unique perspectives.
MSY: Each of the five Fehler woman have
a distinct style but the narrator is consistent
throughout the novel. In revision, once the
plot was stable, I rewrote each character from
12
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beginning to end separately. It took about
a month for each but it helped me create
consistency in voice. For each plot move, I
had to decide whose story it was to tell at that
moment. This often meant writing a scene from
different voices to learn who had the access we
needed for the arc at that moment. The Hive also
follows 12 months, 4 Midwestern seasons, and
the holy holidays in a Catholic calendar so each
had to interact with the story for the structure to
hold. The prologue and epilogue are told only by
the narrator (rather than close third to a Fehler
woman) and they occur with the sisters on the
same dock one year a part. Let’s just say I have
spreadsheets. Many spreadsheets.
To capture the Fehlers, I approached each
family member with curiosity and compassion.
Empathy is a writer’s superpower. If you can’t
create characters who are authentic in all
their glorious flaws on the page, they won’t be
compelling for readers. I think stories make
us better and writing certainly makes my
humanity expand. I write about the Midwestern
community that raised me; I’m proud to call
them my own but loving something means
questioning it too.
Novelists often begin with stories of family
because how we’re raised shapes our world view.
Peace and conflict within our own walls is just
as fascinating and epic as the world outside our
nuclear.
Shelf's staff each ended up
identifying with a favorite sister, is
someone in the story you would say
you relate to the most or a character
that is modeled after yourself?
MSY: I’m most interested in Grace because
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ambivalent mothers rarely get enough pages or
round portraits in literary fiction, but truly, I’m
rooting for Maggie at the helm of the family
business and how she has the power to change
the trajectory of the entire family’s future. I
related most with Jules because she’s also a firstgeneration college student and artist. I love that
Kate’s finding herself and has the freedom and
support to do so. And Tammy dreams big and
does things her own way. You’ll see a bit of me
in all the Fehler women.
In The Hive, you touch on a vast
amount of heavy topics (race, gender,
religion, politics, etc.) and seem to
use the angle of showing a different
perspectives through each of the
sisters and mother. Can you tell me
a little about this process and your
decision to take this approach?
MSY: I’ve always struggled with what we’re
not willing to talk about. If you can’t define a
problem, you can’t solve it; if we’re not airing
the struggle or at least recognizing that not
all members of our community are thriving,
then it’s not functional to me. This goes against
everything I was taught about keeping your
business to yourself. When we busy ourselves
too much with keeping up appearances, we
might not hold enough space for authenticity,
intimacy, and engagement with the world
bigger than our own. I want to live a life large
enough that I have the capacity for worlds and
experiences different from my own, but I know
plenty of folks who feel more comfortable
shutting out that world. It won’t protect them
from it, though. We are interconnected and
that privacy can be a false front. When I think
a character is on a journey, such as Grace, I life
the veil. Grace joins her frantic prepping and
fear with her Prepper community. She finds like-

minded folks and travels to Prep U under the
guise of skill building. At first, she’s comforted
by the false front, but when the truth of the
precarious line between prepping and paranoia
are revealed, she has to wrestle with the harm
she might have inflicted on her family, herself,
and the larger community she thought she was
protecting. Grace is brave to face it, own it, and
recalibrate.
Who/ What has had the most
influence on you when writing The
Hive?
MSY: I was reading a lot about grief actually.
Joan Didion’s The Year of Magical Thinking
helped me understand the particular work
of sudden grief and what it means to sort
and reorder a life when someone suddenly
dies. Because of my roots in Hannibal, Twain
permeates much of my work; I was interested in
how Twain evolved as a writer and humanitarian
because of the influence of strong, independent
women in his life. Much of my research was also
into the insect world so I spent time reading
pest control magazines and learning the science
of bees, bed bugs, and methods for managing
them without chemicals.
WHAT’S NEXT?
MSY: Two things and I seem to be writing
the projects simultaneously. My third novel
in progress, RESTORATION, is a story about
rebuilding a life by restoring a house. Also,
MISSY: Dispatches from the Working-Class is
a working-class coming of age memoir set in
middle America. 
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The Hive.

BY MELISSA SCHOLES YOUNG

READ AN
EXCERPT

It was mid-July on a sweltering Missouri afternoon,
and the sun couldn’t find a single cloud to hide behind.
Waterfowl ducked beneath the river’s surface, and
whip-poor-wills sang their melancholy from lush trees
waving above. The stale air stank of soil and algae
mixed with coconut sunscreen. The muddy water of the
Mississippi River wasn’t worried with the Fehler
family’s survival, but the sisters were.
Sunshine baked the wooden dock and kissed the Fehler
sisters’ freckles. Just as they had the summer before and
the one before that one too, the sisters wore bikinis,
faded tops and bottoms passed down and among them.
The river assaulted the elastic, and the blistering light
faded the floral colors, but still the camp swimwear
endured.
“It came too close for me,” Tammy said, dangling her
legs off the dock.
“We almost lost everything.” She flexed her feet in the
sticky air. A rotten piece of debris hung from her pinky
toe. Tammy shook it off, and the current swept it away.
“Everything that mattered, anyway.”
“It was never that close,” Maggie insisted. She swatted
a mosquito on Tammy’s thigh, leaving a thin trail of
crimson bug blood. “Besides, nobody would want this
old fishing camp. It’s a mess.”
“But it’s our mess,” Kate said, looking up and down her
row of sisters.
“It was too close for Mom,” Jules added. “She was
itching to be done with it all. The family business and
the business of the family. All of it.”
“At least we’re still together,” Maggie said. “That’s what
Dad cared about.”

14

DECEMBER / JANUARY 2022

Sipping green glass bottles of soda, the
sisters agreed but they’d never know the
true feelings of their father.
One year ago they’d sat on this same dock,
months before their family broke and they
were left with only the fragments of the
whole they’d once been. Now they were
making their first camp trip solo as sisters.
They were still sorting out who brought
what and how the family worked now. 

1877: A NORTHERN PHYSICIAN IN SOUTHERN UNGOVERNED SPACES

Colonel Charles Noble is a US Civil War veteran, and an Army
surgeon reservist, who is recommissioned by the government
eleven years after the war. Extreme violence in the former
Confederacy, in anticipation of a national election, has caused
President Grant to send additional federal troops to the Southern
states. Dr. Noble uses his Army deployment as an opportunity
to help heal the wounds and afflictions of Southern US citizens.
However, terrorists are determined to counter Noble’s good
intentions, as they threaten the civil rights, and the very lives, of
all who oppose them.

1918: THE GREAT PANDEMIC
Major Edward Nobel’s mission, as a physician, is to help protect
American troops from infectious ailments during the First World
War. However, his unique vantage point in Boston allows him
to detect an emerging influenza strain that is an unprecedented
global threat. Noble desperately tries to warn and prepare the
country for the approaching horror. Influenza’s effect on the
world, nation, and Dr. Noble’s own family unfolds as medical
science seeks ways to somehow stop it. Eventually, the 1918
influenza pandemic killed up to 100 million people, and became
the worst natural disaster in human history.

1980: THE EMERGENCE OF HIV
Dr. Arthur Noble is a brilliant first-year medical resident in San
Francisco, who has a stellar career ahead of him. However, all
of Noble’s skills are put to the test when he encounters a strange
new illness. The ailment seemingly appears out of nowhere, and
delivers its victims a most horrible merciless death. Dr. Noble
struggles to find answers to the medical mystery, even as many
researchers and society refuse to believe that it is a serious public
health hazard, or that it even exists.

LEARN MORE AT

WWW.DAVIDCORNISHBOOKS.COM
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A BOOK OF ADVICE FOR THE LITTLE
ONES IN YOUR LIFE. SNUGGLE UP
AND READ A PAGE AND LET THE
CONVERSATIONS BEGIN.

A book for young ones and their adults.
Snuggle up, choose a topic, and read then let the conversation begin.
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This is an amazing book.
The poems give you a
calming feeling. Really
helps in the grieving that you
may be going through, great
author.
Rachella B.
(goodreads.com)

Talking Drum.
By Lisa Braxton

THE TALKING DRUM EXPLORES INTRA-RACIAL, CLASS,
AND CROSS-CULTURAL TENSIONS, ALONG WITH THE
MEANING OF COMMUNITY AND BELONGING.
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BY KATHLEEN STONE
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TRIANGLE BY JOYANA

WINTER OF THE WOLF
BY MARTHA HUNT HANDLER
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Thieves, Beasts
& Men.
This stunning debut uses the irresistible
scenario of a hermit living in near-complete
self-sufficiency in the wilderness, and asks
the universally relevant question: what is the
value of existing within a civilization when
it is fraught with evil? Adelaide has lived a
long, solitary existence in the Blue Ridge
Mountains. On the verge of ending it all,
she discovers two feral children raiding her
garden and rescues them in a misguided
attempt at a new life. Now she must find a
way to care for children who are more beast
than human. They only communicate with
chirps and grunts, and they pine for their
feral mother. When dangerous men and a
wild woman emerge from the darkness in
pursuit, Adelaide faces a grueling choice. She
can release the children back to the wild,
saving her own life but losing everything she
has grown to love, or fight to defend her new
family, risking the death she no longer seeks.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

SHAN LEAH
Shan Leah is an award-winning fine artist, freelance
photographer, and lover/writer of dark literary fiction.

She was inspired to write Thieves, Beasts & Men, her debut
novel, because like her protagonist, she has a tendency to
romanticize a life of solitude spent deep in the woods. And
though not a feral child herself, Shan was born and raised in
the Florida Keys, and with more mangroves than streetlights,
it was pretty damn close.
20
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Interview with Shan
Leah.
Tell us a little about your book.
SL: Thieves, Beasts & Men is a story that
challenges our assumptions of motherhood
when far removed from the expectations of
society. It explores the notion of regret, and
the choices one might make to atone for
past mistakes, no matter the cost.
Adelaide has given up on her life of solitude
in the Blue Ridge Mountain, content to
end it all by the river. Her suicide attempt
is unsuccessful, but before she can try
again, she discovers an animal has been
ransacking her garden. A thief, right under
her nose! What begins as curiosity soon
spirals into an all-out war against the beast
destroying her property.
Assuming the interloper to be a bear
or mountain lion, nothing can prepare
Adelaide for what she traps in her garden: a
feral woman, naked, dirty, communicating
only with snarls and growls. And tucked
within her arms are two feral children.
Believing this to be her opportunity for
a fresh start—and her redemption at
motherhood —Adelaide captures the
children, kidnapping them from their
mother.
Though challenged by caring for two
scared and uncommunicable children, she’s
grateful for her new life. But she must stay
vigilant because an angry wild woman now
stalks her cabin each night, looking for a
way inside.

One day, Adelaide sees a man hiding in
the shadows, watching her new family
from afar. An evil man from her youth that
she had hoped to never see again. Now
Adelaide must prepare for another kind of
war, against a very different kind of beast.
Because Adelaide knows from experience
that he will come for the children.
Unless the wild woman gets to them first.
Thieves, Beasts & Men explores one
woman’s battle to confront her past
while creating a new future in the face of
increasing madness.
How did you go about developing
this book?
SL: My concept for Thieves, Beasts & Men
sprang from my lifelong fascination with
feral children, coupled with the romantic
idea of running away from civilization to
live alone in the wilderness.
I’ve never been a fan of societal
expectations, so writing this book was a
fascinating experiment for me. I tossed a
few unique characters into a pot, stirred
them around, and explored how that type of
unusual freedom can affect human beings
in different ways. As Adelaide observes in
the book: Some people shouldn’t live in the
woods, secluded from the rest of the world.
Some people become indulgent and selfimportant. Or they become something else
altogether.
My favorite (though most challenging)
element of Thieves, Beasts & Men are the
passages from the feral girl’s perspective.
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How would a child who has never heard
the word “red” describe the color of blood?
(spoiler: the color of the bird that makes
the yeep sound), or what would she make
of flowers printed on a bed sheet? Or of
glass, which looks like water but doesn’t
feel like water? Immersing myself in her
limited understanding was one of the most
rewarding things I’ve done as a writer.
What was the experience of
writing this book like for you?
SL: Unlike my first book (which went
nowhere) I did not outline Thieves, Beasts
& Men. I had only a general idea of my
beginning and my end, with a few key
scenes in between. The experience of
outlining my first novel was too rigid for
me, and it was reflected in the finished
work. So when I sat down to write Thieves,
I wanted to do it completely differently.
Many days I would sit at the keyboard,
close my eyes, breathe deeply, and wait.
I would basically meditate in front of my
computer until an image began to form.
I’d flesh it out in my mind, structure it
into words, and not until I had an entire
paragraph or two bursting from my tongue
would I open my eyes and begin to write.
The element of Thieves, Beasts & Men that
I’m most proud of is its ending. As a reader,
I find the most satisfying conclusions are
those that cannot possibly be packaged as
happy ending or sad ending. It must be
more complex than that. It should be hard
to define. Dark yet poetic. Tragic, and yet
you smile because it’s also beautiful. It’s a
hard balance to strike.

22
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What writing advice do you have
for other indie authors?
SL: Embrace the fear of regret. Let it
cripple you (just a little). And then give
that book everything you’ve got. Blood and
tears. Sweat and anger. Picture yourself at
the end of your life and be sure that when
you finally arrive at that place, as will we all,
you regret nothing. Fear of rejection? Do it
anyway. Don’t think you’re good enough?
Do it anyway. Don’t have the time? Make it.
Too much of a perfectionist? Let it go and
put your work out there. Regret nothing.
What are you working on next?
SL: My next novel is called Bands Of A
Small Hurricane. It’s part coming-of-age,
part father/daughter journey, but don’t
let that description fool you into thinking
it’s a wholesome, gentle tale. Like Thieves,
Beasts & Men, this book is written with the
propulsion of a suspense novel, and some
of the scenes are as dark and skin-crawling
as a thriller.
Bands Of A Small Hurricane follows a
14-year old girl growing up in the Florida
Keys in 1967. Experiencing the challenges
of teenage romance and interracial
friendships, a new society burgeoning
with free love and recreational drugs, a
determination to overcome childhood
trauma, and a growing desire to run away
with a community of hippies, it traces her
personal sexual revolution and discovery of
self, amidst the mangrove-tangled waters of
Florida’s southern edge. 
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Thieves, Beasts & Men.
BY SHAN LEAH

READ AN
EXCERPT

Adelaide tugs her wet arms through a housedress as the
knocks grow louder, deafening and insistent.
No good has ever come of a knock on Adelaide’s door.
There’s only one other family on this side of the
mountain. A family Adelaide tries to forget. What
could they possibly want with a tired old crone like
her?
She opens the door, and a young man stands before
her. Waxy skin. Pores like sinkholes.
He stares openly, and Adelaide looks down to see that
the wetness of her body has melded the fabric to her
flesh. The folds of her skin, her areolae, the age spots
on her hips, all fully visible in the sunlight. She shakes
the fabric loose.
The man clears his throat. “There’s been some damage
to our farm. You ain’t been up there, have you?”
She shakes her head, shuffling closer to the door frame.
“You a witch?”
Adelaide can’t help but laugh, though she’d prefer to
knee him in the crotch, grind some salt into his eyes,
and send him home with a good story.
“People say it is all,” he says.
She nods slowly and looks to her hands, alabaster,
cracked. The young always construct extravagant
explanations for things they don’t understand. She
wants to tell him she is simply an old woman who lives
in the woods. There are no fairytales here. No folklore.
She wants to tell him that youth is the true magic of the

world—so much to create, so much to
destroy—and by the time he realizes the
truth of this, he’ll be a witch too. But
she says nothing.
“You ever seen somethin’ in those
woods you shouldn’t?”
Adelaide falters, but manages to say,
“Just a cat.”
He smiles, his teeth like gravel at the
edge of a cliff. “Ain’t no cat.” 
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Silk: Caroline's
Story.
Headless dolls, horse races, and arsonthe tools of passion. It's 1899, and Caroline
Corbett is ready for the twentieth century.
She's excited to find work and meet new
people-but gets more than expected when a
rough-hewn Lowcountry farmer and a smalltown doctor both engage her affections.
The broad-shouldered, genial farmer is clear
about his desires, and he's there for her.
The doctor is sophisticated, educated, and
obviously the right choice-but sees no reason
to dwell on certain realities.
In trying to decide between them, Caroline
fails to consider the girl Jessie. A young
sociopath bent on her own way, Jessie
Bell sees very good reasons to dredge up
unpleasant realities-and to create new ones.
Before long, this South Carolina landscape
is riddled with the detritus of her intense
jealousies, which have set astonishing and
horrifying events into motion.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

SOPHIA ALEXANDER
Sophia Alexander writes character-driven historical fiction
that grips readers' emotions and surprises them with
unexpected twists. A Lowcountry native, she is the author
of the Silk Trilogy. Her writing is inspired by historical fact,
genealogical investigations, intuitive guesswork, and fanciful
romanticizations. Sophia is a graduate of the College of
Charleston and lives with her family in Savannah, GA.
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Interview with Sophia
Alexander.
Tell us a little about your book.
SA: Caroline Corbett is ready for the
twentieth century, excited to find work
and meet new people—but she gets more
than she expected when a rough-hewn
Lowcountry farmer and a small-town
doctor both engage her affections. The
broad-shouldered, genial farmer is clear
about his desires, and he’s there for her.
The doctor is sophisticated, educated,
and obviously the right choice—but sees
no reason to dwell on certain realities.
Caroline must decide between them, but
in doing so she fails to consider the girl
Jessie. A young sociopath bent on her own
way, Jessie Bell sees very good reasons to
dredge up unpleasant realities—and to
create new ones. Before long, this South
Carolina landscape is riddled with the
detritus of her intense jealousies, which
have set astonishing and horrifying events
into motion.
How did you go about developing
this book?
SA: I've been fascinated by my family
genealogy since the age of twelve. Despite
endlessly probing my grandparents and
other relatives, I could never quite sort out
my granny's family. Rumors were denied,
and Granny was terribly secretive about it
all. This created ongoing tension between
us, even though we were otherwise close-and I suppose this novel would have
only made that worse if she were still
alive today! When I was grown with my

own children, I came across a volume of
anecdotes about Kingstree, South Carolina,
that mentioned Caroline, and it revived my
curiosity about that branch of my family.
I still know precious little about the real
individuals who inspired this story, but
I pieced together these mostly-fictional
answers to all my questions from the little
I did know, making up major characters in
the process. I did have some parameters--a
few dates and anecdotes--to write the novel
around. Then, after writing it, I changed
most of the names, as I had fabricated so
much of the book.
What was the experience of
writing this book like for you?
SA: I've been a book-lover since long
before I got into genealogy. Not long after
I'd read Bessie Swann Britton's anecdotes
about Kingstree, I was in a bookstore and
saw Chris Baty's The No Plot? No Problem!
Novel-Writing Kit, the cover of which
touted it as 'a treasure chest... to help you
bash out a novel in a month'. Baty is the
founder of National Novel Writing Month,
by the way, but at that point I'd never heard
of NaNoWriMo. I'd also never written
a novel before, but there are no greater
celebrities for me than authors--and a
friend had recently suggested that I write
a book myself. I'm not sure I'd have even
dared to consider it otherwise; I don't know
why, but it's as if I needed tacit permission
from someone else. So... shored up by my
friend's approval, I picked up the writing
kit and actually did bash out a rough draft
for Silk: Caroline's Story within a month!
I still have the kit, which I've since reused,
and the original calendar with daily word
counts and gold stars. I spent every spare
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moment thinking and talking about the
novel. I would take my laptop and write
while my kids were in lessons. It was as
near a total immersion experience as I
could make it. Silk: Caroline's Story has
been through countless revisions since
then, and it's had significant additions, but
the plots remain essentially unchanged.
What writing advice do you have
for other indie authors?
SA: Throw yourself all-in to complete
a rough draft in as short a time as you
can. You don't want to forget and leave
loose threads, nor do you want the story's
character to change along with you as you
age. What you want to write now is likely
not what you'll want to write years from
now. It can be so hard to get back into the
same head space once you've been out of it
for a while.
Editing is entirely different, however. Take
a break and come at it with fresh eyes later.
I recommend doing that several times,
especially for a first novel. It's almost like
having an older, wiser person helping you
with it... one who innately understands you
and your story's intent.
I also recommend joining a writing group,
especially after you have a rough draft in
hand. Writing is a lonely business after a
while, so the camaraderie is much-needed
relief. Also, revising chapter-by-chapter
each week for group motivates me to polish
my work far better than I would feel like
doing alone. I've learned so much about
writing since that original rough draft, and
I'm grateful to have had many mentors in
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my writing groups. Top tips are to comb
through each chapter to add the range
of senses and some similes/metaphors.
Delete clichés and slice out redundancies,
including unnecessary tag lines.
One caution about writing groups, however,
is that countless well-meaning critiques
are actually fairly iffy or even bad advice,
so you'll need to filter those out. If entirely
different people keep pointing out the same
problem on different occasions, however,
it's likely you should take a closer look at it,
and that can be invaluable. I can sometimes
cling stubbornly to my writing foibles,
only much later to sheepishly discover that
my group members were right all along!
One tendency to beware, however, is that
participants sometimes let bad writing pass,
as they are just waiting for it to be over, but
then when they get to a truly incredible
story, they're paying sharp attention. They
get excited and inspired and full of ideas
on how to improve it. I often want to shield
brilliant writers from all such 'helpful'
ideas!
What are you working on next?
SA: Tapestry: A Lowcountry Rapunzel
is set to be released this coming April. It's
about Caroline's daughters and is the sequel
to Silk: Caroline's Story. I am supposed
to be in the process of revising the final
installment of The Silk Trilogy, Homespun,
but I've recently let myself get distracted by
my writing group's invitation to participate
in November's traditional NaNoWriMo-so at the moment I'm actually creating an
entirely unrelated YA medieval fantasy. 
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Silk: Caroline's Story.
BY SOPHIA ALEXANDER

READ AN
EXCERPT

A slight, silent figure slid from behind the aging
cypress tree. Her dark eyes were dry, but a painful,
gnawing sensation twisted in her stomach. Clayton
had been in the small cottage for several neverending minutes, and Jessie felt an abdominal stab
each time she heard the obnoxious, tinkling laughter
of the teasing seductress.
The hollow-eyed girl ignored not only the
gripping pains but the stings of fire ants. She stood
motionless, waiting until the wooden door burst
open. Caroline was standing there, pointing outside.
Clayton’s rich laughter emanated from the house, and
Jessie watched raptly as he momentarily emerged.
She hissed aloud when the blond temptress stopped
him for a kiss.
Waves of revulsion threatened as Jessie waited
for Clayton to pass her. Once she was sure he was
gone, she slipped away using an old Indian trail as a
shortcut back to the Bells’ home. She hurried along,
whispering furiously, “One day I’ll be Mrs. Clayton
Bell, I will,” repeated between chants of, “She doesn’t
matter, she doesn’t matter.”
A sigh of relief punctuated her recitations as she
arrived back at the Bell homestead. She slumped
safely against the porch railing, no inquisitive
relatives yet in sight. There’s nothin’ I can do about
it. I can’t play the coquette, but my turn will come. It
will.
Caroline crumpled onto the loveseat. She took a few
deep breaths and then threw herself back, flinging
her arms wide. For the moment, she would refuse to
think. She preferred to simply relive the ecstasy of his

touch. Her eyes closed as she recalled
the burning trail that his fingers
had etched into her skin. She vividly
remembered his lips on hers and his
arms pulling her towards him. Desire
still felt palpable in the air.
A clatter at the door startled her, and
she sat upright quickly, smoothing
her hair and trying to regain her
composure. 
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Tell Me You Love
Me.
In 1965 April Toulane's life is turned upside
down on her fifth birthday when her
mother marries a man she's known for only
two weeks. The life she'd known is forever
changed with the addition of a stepfather
and a five-year-old stepbrother who terrorizes
her on a daily basis. After a family tragedy the
young siblings are thrust into the Hollywood
spotlight, surrounded by people whose
very foundation is based on secrets and
lies. Struggling to grow up and find their
way in a world where child stars are forever
manipulated and exploited, the siblings
form an unbreakable bond vowing to always
protect each other when the adults entrusted
to take care of them fail at every turn. "Tell
Me You Love Me" is the story of April and
Auggie Fairbanks, the most sought after faces
in show business throughout the sixties and
seventies, maneuvering their way through the
lies and corruption to learn the truth about
their parents and searching for the love and
acceptance they so desperately crave.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
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KATHLEEN STONE
Kathleen has been a freelance writer since 1999 and now
writes full time. Her work has appeared in Doll World
Magazine, Apolloslyre.com, The Lake County Journals, Trails.
com; USA Today (travel), Livestrong.com (lifestyle), Essortment,
eHow, Answerbag, Examiner.com, Suite101 and YahooVoices.
She is the author of the award-winning novels Tell Me You
Love Me and Whispers On A String, and the Head Case Rock
Novel Series (Head Case, Whiplash and Haven). She also has
short stories published in the Secrets: Fact or Fiction I & II
anthologies.
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Interview with
Kathleen Stone.
Tell us a little about your
book.
KS: In 1965, April Toulane’s life
is turned upside down on her fifth
birthday when her mother marries
a man she’s known for only two
weeks.
The life she’d known is forever
changed with the addition of a
stepfather and a five-year-old
stepbrother who terrorizes her on
a daily basis. After a family tragedy
the young siblings are thrust
into the Hollywood spotlight,
surrounded by people whose very
foundation is based on secrets and
lies.
Struggling to grow up and find their
way in a world where child stars are
forever manipulated and exploited,
the siblings form an unbreakable
bond vowing to always protect each
other when the adults entrusted to
take care of them fail at every turn.

“Tell Me You Love Me” is the story
of April and Auggie Fairbanks, the
most sought after faces in show
business throughout the sixties and
seventies, maneuvering their way
through the lies and corruption to
learn the truth about their parents
and searching for the love and
acceptance they so desperately
crave.
How did you go about
developing this book?
KS: Oddly enough, this book came
to me in a fever-induced dream
while I was working on another
manuscript. It was so vivid and so
detailed that I had to put aside the
other manuscript and begin work
on this one immediately. It was the
most intense writing experience of
my life.
What was the experience
of writing this book like for
you?
KS: This particular book was
different than any other book I’ve
written.
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Due to some of the subject matter
I didn’t sleep much, and I felt an
overwhelming urge to protect the
children I created. It was quite an
intense and emotional experience
and the characters are still in the
forefront of my mind all the time.
What writing advice do
you have for other indie
authors?
KS: The best advice I can give to
indie authors is to edit, edit, edit.
Whether you do your own editing
or hire someone to do it for you,
you are ultimately responsible for
the product you put out to the
public. It’s vitally important to put
your best work out there, and I’ve
seen too many instances where
books are riddled with grammatical
errors, typos and inconsistencies
that make my heart hurt. Just
because there are platforms
available that make it easy to slap
a book up for sale, doesn’t mean a
book is ready for the world.

30

DECEMBER / JANUARY 2022

As an indie author you have to
work twice as hard as traditionally
published authors, and there is no
excuse for being lazy or sloppy.

What are you working on
next?
KS: I just published my new book,
Hey Jude, about a four-year-old
deaf child and his troubled nanny.
“Hey Jude” is the story of a young
woman and a child who desperately
need each other, with outside
circumstances fighting against
them at every turn. It’s a story that
will make you laugh, make you cry,
and make you question everything
you know about connections of the
spirit.
I am currently finishing up a
historical fantasy novel that I hope
to publish in 2022.
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Tell Me You Love Me.

READ AN
EXCERPT

BY KATHLEEN STONE

“All we need is each other, okay? I’ll take care of you, I
promise.”
“But you’re only eight.”
Even at eight years old I knew Auggie was carrying the
weight of the world on his shoulders if he thought he
could take care of me.
Auggie was a star. He shined in every role he ever
performed, and it was his natural talent that made us
the most sought after sibling team in all of Hollywood.
We appeared on all the popular television shows, all
the networks, and still did television commercials
periodically. Auggie was constantly mentioned in the
newspapers and magazines, and I was perfectly happy
being in his shadow. Even though he was forced by
contract to share every single performance with me,
he never once complained. His characters had names;
my characters were credited as Girl Eating Cookie,
Laughing Girl, Girl In Park, Girl Wearing Beret, and
the list went on. Fear gripped me when I was in front of
the cameras and I never could find my voice, so Auggie
got all the speaking parts and I basically worked as an
extra. It was beneficial to both of us; I didn’t have to
worry about speaking on camera and Auggie didn’t
have to share the spotlight.
Other kids, however, weren’t too keen where Auggie
and I were concerned. If there were other kids on the
set they felt we were always getting special treatment,
or that Auggie was getting all the good roles. I could

hear them whispering behind my back,
but Auggie never heard them because
he was usually the one doing all the
work. As our on set handler, Bunny
made sure to abide by Clark’s rules in
not letting us get too friendly with the
other child actors, but I really wanted
to make some friends. This only fanned
the flames of animosity toward us.
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The Girl in the
Triangle.
When your dreams finally seem to be coming
true, it's hard to trust them.
It's been four years since seventeen-year-old
Ruth set eyes on her fiance. After surviving
near-starvation, revolution and a long trip
across the stormy ocean, she can't help but
wonder: Will Abraham still love her? Or has
America changed him?
Nowhere's as full of change as 1909 New York.
From moving pictures to daring clothes to
the ultra-modern Triangle Shirtwaist Factory
where she gets a job, everything exhilarates
Ruth. When the New World even seems to
rejuvenate her bond with Abraham, she is
filled with hope for their prospects and the
future of their war-torn families.
But when she makes friends and joins the
labor movement-fighting for rights of the
mostly female workers against the powerful
factory owners-something happens she never
expected. She realizes she might be the one
America is changing. And she just might be
leaving Abraham behind.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

JOYANA PETERS
JOYANA PETERS grew up in New York and loves
exploring—this led to her discovery of the Triangle Shirtwaist
Factory Fire and the stories it holds. She got her MFA in
Creative Writing from the University of New Orleans. She
currently lives in the DC area and continues to write
narratives that shine a light on empowering women and
moments in history.
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Interview with Joyana
Peters.
Tell us a little about your

book.

JP: The Girl in the Triangle is a
historical fiction novel about the
bravery of women, the immigrant
struggle and the fight for worker's
rights and social reform in America.
How did you go about
developing this book?
JP: I learned about the Triangle
Factory Fire in a history class in
middle school. The story came to
mind again after 9/11. I was still
living in New York at the time and I
remember newspapers releasing side
by side photos of both the Triangle
and Twin Towers victims jumping
from the buildings. The horrifying
images in those photographs never
left me. I eventually realized I
needed to tell a story about the
Triangle victims.
What was the experience
of writing this book like for
you?

JP: My extensive research of the
factory and the Lower East Side
included visiting the inside of a
tenement apartment and taking
the walk Abraham, Ruth and Ester
would make each day from Orchard
Street to the Asch building.
I examined photographs and
diagrams of the layouts of the 8th,
9th and 10th floors of the factory.
How the sewing machines were in
rows with just the aisles on each
side, where the changing room
and offices were, the doors to the
staircases and elevators etc.
I tried to imagine 500 workers,
mostly young Italian and Jewish
women and girls, crammed into that
space each day, working 52 hours
per week in addition to helping to
care for their families.
The amazing bravery of the women
who organized and participated
in the 1909 strike inspired me. In
addition, I was intrigued by the
complexity of Max Blanck, one of
the owners of the Triangle Factory. I
really wanted to try and understand
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his devilish ingenuity and why he
made the decisions he did. The
details of the court testimony
in this book were taken from
the transcripts and documented
accounts of surviving victims.
There have been some documented
arguments that history has been
unkind to the “Shirtwaist Kings”—
that they didn’t actually do anything
wrong and were just following the
laws of the time. However, I strongly
believe the victims of the Triangle
Fire would disagree. All they needed
was an unlocked door.
What writing advice do
you have for other indie
authors?
JP: Do your research and invest in
community! To be able to compete,
you need to make sure your novel
is truly ready. Be prepared to spend
money to lay your foundation.
Invest in professional editing
and cover art. There are amazing
resources out there to learn the
ropes. I strongly recommend David
Gaughran and Nick Stephenson's
websites, courses and books to
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really set yourself up for marketing
success.
In addition to that, find Author
groups and build relationships.
Other authors are NOT your
competition, they are your lifeline,
mentors and cheering squad. The
more your foster those relationships,
the better your craft and success!
What are you working on
next?
JP: I'm currently finishing up
a prequel to Ruth's story called
The Girl in St. Petersburg. It is
about Ruth's survival during the
revolution in Russia. It is due to be
released in early 2022!
P.S. You can get a sneak peak of
Joyana's upcoming prequel on her
website at https://joyanapeters.com/
joyana-peters-books/
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The Girl in the Triangle.
BY JOYANA PETERS

READ AN
EXCERPT

Suddenly, there was a disturbance on the floor. People
began whispering and pointing as a tall woman
emerged from a row of chairs. The woman pulled
herself up to her full height and lifted her hands to
straighten her hat. She walked determinedly up to the
stage. The whispers grew louder as she climbed the
steps and walked directly to the podium.
“Excuse me, please.” She gestured for the man to move
aside. “I'm Clara Lemlich and I'd like to say a few
words.”
The man at the podium looked over his shoulder at
the other men behind him for direction. One of them
shrugged and the man took a begrudging step back.
She immediately slammed her fist on the podium.
“Enough of this hok a chainik. Let's get to the point.
Do we want to strike?”
From all corners of the room girls stood, shouting a
resounding “Yes!”
Clara smiled. “There's power in numbers.”
“If you are with me, you will join me in taking this oath
of loyalty.” Clara raised her right hand and waited for
the rest of the room to follow. She then began saying
in Yiddish, “If I turn traitor to the cause I now pledge,
may this hand wither from the arm I raise.”
Ruth felt chills run down her spine as everyone in the
room repeated the oath in unison. Change was about to
happen. She felt it.
Clara stepped away from the podium. She turned back
to the union leaders who stood with their arms crossed,
glaring at her.
“Thank you, gentlemen,” she said, bowing her head to
them. “I'll leave you to inform the factories the garment

workers are on strike.”
The room erupted with cheers. Ruth
and the girls bounced on their toes,
hugging in excitement. The girls’
faces were flushed and grinning.
They crowded around Clara Lemlich,
shouting questions. She was young—no
older than Ruth and her friends. And
yet this woman had taken charge of the
room with confidence and strength.
Yes, this time would be different. They
would make the factory owners listen.
This was America after all, not Russia.
Here, change happened all the time. 

35

FINALISTS

CONTINUED

Winter of the Wolf.
A tragic mystery blending sleuthing and
spirituality
 n exploration in grief, suicide, spiritualism,
A
and Inuit culture, Winter of the Wolf follows
Bean, an empathic and spiritually evolved
fifteen-year-old, who is determined to unravel
the mystery of her brother Sam's death.
Though all evidence points to a suicide,
her heart and intuition compel her to dig
deeper. With help from her friend Julie,
they retrace Sam's steps, delve into his Inuit
beliefs, and reconnect with their spiritual
beliefs to uncover clues beyond material
understanding.
Both tragic and heartwarming, this twisting
novel draws you into Bean's world as she
struggles with grief, navigates high school
dramas, and learns to open her heart in order
to see the true nature of the people around
her. Winter of the Wolf is about seeking the
truth--no matter how painful--in order to see
the full picture.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
MARTHA HUNT HANDLER
Martha Hunt Handler grew up dreaming of wolves and has
always understood that her role in this lifetime is to tell stories
and be a voice for nature. She has been an environmental
consultant, a magazine columnist, an actress, and a polar
explorer, among other occupations. When she and her four
children relocated from Los Angeles to New York more than
twenty years ago she began to literally hear the howls of
wolves. This marked the beginning of her work advocating on
behalf of wolves at the Wolf Conservation Center (nywolf.org).
Winter of the Wolf is Martha's debut novel.
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Interview with
Martha Hunt Handler.
Tell us a little about your book.
MH: Winter of the Wolf is an exploration
in grief, suicide, spirituality, intuition and
native cultural beliefs.
It follows Bean, an empathic and
spiritually evolved fifteen-year-old, who is
determined to unravel the mystery of her
brother Sam’s death. Though all evidence
points to a suicide, her heart and intuition
compel her to dig deeper.
With help from her friend Julie, they
retrace Sam’s steps, delve into his Inuit
beliefs, and reconnect with their own
spiritual beliefs to uncover clues beyond
material understanding. Both tragic and
heartwarming, this novel draws you into
Bean’s world as she struggles with grief,
navigates high school dramas, and learns
to open her heart in order to see the true
nature of the people around her.
How did you go about
developing this book?
MH: When my best friend from
childhood called to tell me, she'd found
her twelve-year-old son hanging, I found
myself falling into a dark abyss. We had
both been raised very spiritually and
believed that souls are only here for the
time it takes them to learn certain lessons.
But neither of us could imagine what her

son could possibly have learned in the
short time he was here.
And at her funeral, I learned just how
different suicides are from other deaths.
On top of grieving, my friend was
dealing with shame, blame and guilt
from those around her. People wondered
why he wasn’t seeing a therapist or on
medication. But the truth was he was a
seemingly very happy, well-adjusted boy
with loads of friends. I felt at a complete
loss as to how to be a friend. What could
I possibly do or say that would make this
easier for her?
Eventually, I started journaling daily
to get all my dark thoughts out of my
head. One day, not long after this, I
began to hear her son’s voice. I’d never
channeled anyone before but his voice
was unmistakable. He was insistent that I
use my journal entries to begin a novel.
The idea seemed crazy at first, but
eventually it started to make sense. This
story isn’t his story - only the manner of
death is the same- but this boy was in my
head encouraging me until the very end.
And as the truth of his death finally came
to the surface (It’s a mystery so I won’t say
more), I knew I had my ending.
What was the experience of
writing this book like for you?
MH: It was a very long (18 years!) and
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winding road.

critique others’ writing.

I’d been a scientific writer as an
Environmental Consultant, but I’d never
written a word of fiction. In my heart, I’d
wanted to be a storyteller from an early
age, but I lacked confidence and didn’t
believe I had talent to be a fiction writer.
I spent the first 14 years writing on the
sly. I didn’t share it with anyone. But little
by little, I began to believe that I had
something important to say and that I
could pull this off.

I found the few writing conferences I
attended to be extremely helpful. It can be
a lonely profession, so it’s comforting to
be around others who are facing similar
challenges, and if you are further along,
you might even be able to secure an agent
or publisher.

When I finally committed to the process
by telling others what I was doing,
securing an office, and showing up
regularly, the novel really began to take
shape. And when I realized that I could
weave in everything that was important
to me (wolves, moving from grief to
gratitude and growth, listening to our
intuition, Inuit beliefs, spirituality, etc.),
I understood that this was novel my
destiny.
What writing advice do you
have for other indie authors?
MH: I think there is a lot to be said about
committing to the process of writing on a
daily basis. It seems that when you have a
structure to your writing time, your muse
knows when and where to show up.
I know a lot of writers love being a part of
a writing group, but I found it distracting
and a waste of valuable time to read and
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The publishing arena is changing very
fast. I’ve found it helpful to join Facebook
groups of other authors in your genre.
You can ask questions and learn about
other resources.
What are you working on next?
MH: I’m working on an Equal to Winter
of the Wolf. It would take place in the
same time period but it would be from
Sam’s perspective.
I think it will be interesting to consider
what it might be like for our loved ones
who’ve passed on to be watching as we
grieve. Are we productive in our grieving
or are we digging ourselves deeper
into a hole? Are we growing from the
experience and are we grateful that we
had this soul in our lives for as long as we
did, or are we stuck and unappreciative?
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Winter of the Wolf.

READ AN
EXCERPT

BY MARTHA HUNT HANDLER

My first thought is that I might be dead.
I’m cold and stiff and I feel disoriented. If I’m not
dead, then why am I lying on my back—something
I never do—and why are the covers pulled over my
head? I begin moving the fingers on my right hand
slowly back and forth across the sheet, which feels
somewhat reassuring. I slide my hand up along my
body, brushing past my face before reaching out
from beneath the covers. The frigid air startles me. I
feel the top of my head and discover that my hair is
partially frozen. Very odd.
Suddenly I hear voices in the distance. Gathering
strength, I throw off the covers and force myself to
sit up. Though every bone in my body aches as if
I’ve been beaten, I exhale a huge sigh of relief. This
isn’t a morgue; it’s my bedroom. It’s freezing because
I stupidly left my window open, which explains why
I’m hearing these annoying voices. I slide over on
my bed and reach to shut the window, and as I do,
I notice that the water in the glass on my bedside
table is frozen solid. Have I totally lost my mind?
Why would I have left my window open in midNovember in northern Minnesota? Then I notice
the blue hospital papers lying underneath the water
glass and, in an instant, every horrific second of the
previous night flashes through my mind: I’m likely
sore because of how violently I was thrown around
during our accident, and I opened my window
because I thought I might be having a panic attack
and hoped the cold air might snap me out of it. I was

sweating, shaking intensely, and my
heart was pounding like crazy. I felt
lonely and scared. There was no one to
help me. Mom was in shock, Dad was
trying to console her, my two oldest
brothers, Adam and Chase, would be
totally useless, and my soul mate and
favorite brother, Sam, was gone. As in
dead gone.
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3 a.m.
Austin Texas.
"3 a.m. Austin Texas" is based on a
true story of the author, Klecko. In
1982, when he was a young Minnesota
man, still in his late teens, he threw
away his life only to reclaim it while
hitchhiking to Texas in the dead
of winter. Long before the days
of cellphones, this journey, made
in abject solitude, save for a few
people he met along the way, taught
him how to be resilient and gain
confidence.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

KLECKO
Klecko is a 40+ year master bread baker and the 2020
winner of a Midwest Book Award for his book of poetry,
"Hitman-Baker-Casketmaker: Aftermath of an American's
Clash with ICE." He lives in St. Paul.
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3 a.m. Austin Texas.
BY KLECKO

I was lonely, she was pretty
Sitting across the Laundromat
Reading her satanic Bible
Short three quarters
Her final load was wet
Balancing fate with opportunity
I ponied up, she shrugged
While demonstrating a look of obligation
She took me to her car
Where she produced bottles of Dr. Pepper
Nothing was said, we drank in darkness
I was lonely, she was pretty
But, several years older, out of my league
There was nothing to lose
So I asked something pointless
To which she responded
Everyone has a season when God hates them
And leaves them to the mercy of the world
I'm pretty sure I'm having that season
I became sad and drank slowly
Realizing our moment would be over
When the bottles were empty 

READ AN
EXCERPT
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Artifacts and
Other Stories.
Artifacts and Other Stories explores
the exhilaration, disappointments,
and surprises of love and connection.
These fourteen short stories portray
relationships-between lovers, spouses,
parents and children, and friends.
Desire, longing, memory, secrets,
marriage, betrayal, adultery, loss and
fresh starts dominate lives. Men and
women navigate their feelings and
domestic struggles, wrestle with
the shifting tides of affection, aging,
and illness. Past and present weave
together, spilling into the future, as
these vibrant, memorable characters
face unexpected changes in their lives
and in themselves.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

RONNA WINEBERG
Ronna Wineberg is the author of Nine Facts That Can
Change Your Life, a collection of short stories, which
received Honorable Mention for the Eric Hoffer Book
Award; On Bittersweet Place, a novel, winner of the Shelf
Unbound Best Indie Book Competition; and a debut
collection of stories, Second Language, winner of the New
Rivers Press Many Voices Project Literary Competition,
and the runner-up for the Reform Judaism Prize for Jewish
Fiction.
44

DECEMBER / JANUARY 2022

LONG-LISTED

CONTINUED

Artifacts and Other Stories.
BY RONNA WINEBERG

HURRICANE
For weeks, Alice and her husband follow the paths of the
hurricanes Ivan, Frances, and Jeanne. Every night, they sit
side by side on the sofa in the den, a foot apart, and watch
the television news, marveling at the wild, destructive
powers of wind and weather. Now that Mara, their daughter
and only child, has gone to college, she is not the main topic
of conversation.
Will the storm touch Palm Beach or Fort Meyers or Miami?
Douglas wonders aloud. His mother used to live in Florida;
they often visited there. How much damage will residual
effects cause on the east coast or in New York City where
they live? Alice nods, but she is not concerned with facts.
Only with the photographs. Tears gather in her eyes when
she sees footage of the newly homeless, smashed trailers,
the guillotined trees. How can people live? Douglas talks
about the force of the water, the longitudes and latitudes. He
describes the historic nature of three storms emerging one
after the other. She and Douglas are so skilled at discussing
facts and probabilities about everything, Alice thinks, except
themselves.
She doesn’t blame Douglas. Not completely. They live with
silence, and she allows it. She doesn’t tell him this: her
dissatisfactions with their marriage—though she has told
him in the past—or about her lover, or her feeling, like a
whirl of panic inside, that she is slipping farther and farther
away, not just from Douglas, but from others, too. As if she
has been shaken by uncontrollable forces—not unlike wind
and weather—and although she is still intact, her insides feel
hollow.
Ann Arbor, Michigan, where Alice grew up in the 1950s and
’60s, was a hotbed of strict morality. There were steadfast
rules about how a girl should comport herself. When a boy
and a girl are together, both the boy and girl should each
have both feet on the floor. In a skirt, keep your thighs
glued together. Wear blouses with Peter Pan collars buttoned
securely. Alice silently reviews this litany as she sits next
to Douglas. She had her short, sandy hair dyed this week,
brushed with soft blonde highlights. She is slim and wears
a low-cut black J. Crew sweater and jeans. Douglas stares
at the television and doesn’t seem to notice her. Alice won
medals in high school for diving and swimming. A way to
control her bubbling teenage hormones, she thinks. She can

READ AN
EXCERPT

still hear her mother’s voice: Never reveal
cleavage or acknowledge you are endowed
with breasts. Never display emotions,
particularly desire.
“The world is falling apart,” Douglas says.
“Terrorists. Iraq. Hurricanes. What next?”
He doesn’t seem to want an answer, and
Alice nods again distractedly. She likes to
imagine that her relationship with a man
other than her husband is a mistake, as
having happened against her will, as if
she’d been dragged down to Hades by a
force as strong as wind and fierce weather,
to a den of iniquity and sexual pleasure. 
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Blood and Silver.
What is a twelve year old girl to do when
she finds herself in the silver boom town
of Tombstone, Arizona, in 1880, and her
only home is a brothel and her only
parent is a drug-addicted mother? If she
is Carissa Beaumont, she outsmarts the
evil madam and figures a way out.
After tricking the madam, Miss Lucille,
into summoning a doctor for her mother,
Lisette, she discovers that Miss Lucille
has been drugging her. She and the kind
doctor make a plan to try to save Lisette
by dosing her down on the drug.
Doctor Henderson tells Carissa that the
only source for the drug is a Chinese
immigrant named China Mary, who
lives in Hoptown, at the other end of
Tombstone. Carissa has no choice but to
go to the powerful woman for help.
China Mary admires Carissa's brave spirit,
and uses her influence to get her a job
at the new Grand Hotel, which will free
Carissa from her many duties at Miss
Lucille's. She will work along with Mary's
twelve year old niece, Mai-Lin. The two
girls become fast friends.
Then, disaster strikes, and the two girls
must work together to stay alive.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

VALI BENSON
Vali started and sold two successful businesses before
she decided to pursue her real passion of writing. She
published several articles in a variety of periodicals,
including History Magazine before she decided to try
her hand at fiction. She grew up in the Midwest and
now lives in Tucson with her husband, two sons and two
grandchildren.
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Blood and Silver.
BY VALI BENSON

Carissa scrutinized her new Purgatory. Allen Street
was filled with shops of all kinds, and it seemed
that between each shop was a saloon, where crowds
of rowdy men were getting drunk and playing
cards. It did not look like San Francisco, but it did
resemble how she had been told San Francisco
looked in 1850, right after the discovery of gold
at nearby Sutter’s Fort. The miners had descended
in hoards once word of the strike was out. They
were quickly followed by the saloon keepers and
the gamblers and then the storekeepers and the
prostitutes, all the latter preying on the weakness
of the poor men who came west with a dream they
might strike it rich. The ones who followed usually
fared better than the miners. A usual phrase of
the day was, “Why work the mine when you could
mine the miners?”
Many of the buildings appeared to have been put
up in a hurry, using whatever materials were at
hand. Jonah stopped the wagon in front of a halffinished building at the end of the street. Beyond
that, scattered on the hillsides, were hundreds of
canvas tents that seemed to stretch for at least a
mile.
“Please,” Carissa prayed, “let us be in a house with
a roof and a floor, and not in one of those tents!”
Miss Lucille hefted her bulky body off the wagon
seat, with Jonah’s assistance, and surveyed her new
base of operation.

READ AN
EXCERPT

Under the circumstances, Carissa
felt lucky. They had a roof over their
heads, and they were fed. But she
was determined to get her mother—
and herself—out of this nightmare.
She didn’t know how, but she was
going to try. Maybe this new place,
Tombstone, would provide the
answer … although, so far, Carissa
admitted to herself, it didn’t seem
too promising. 
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Chatterhat.
His name is Bob and he delivers the
milk. He doesn't need the money. It's
just something to do.
One night, Bob hears a story. A story
about a mass shooting and a girl too
good to be true. A story he can't let
go.
Next thing you know, Bob's doing a
deep dive into the suburban weird.
Along the way he'll encounter a catmunching goat monster. A possibly
mythical criminal mastermind. A
half-faced man who's a whole lot
of trouble. Some curious neighbors.
A masked typist. And the clues
to a mystery Bob may lack the
imagination to define, the courage
to pursue, and the acuity to solve,
assuming a solution exists.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

MATT INGWALSON
My most recent mystery, Chatterhat, which my friends
have compared to rambling, paranoid comedies like Big
Lebowski and Inherent Vice.

Probably because I got my start with the novellas, I've
never really hunted for a traditional publisher. Maybe I
ought to. But it seems like a lot of work, when what I want
to do is just write whatever I feel like writing. Hopefully,
somewhere along the line, I turn out something you love.
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Chatterhat.

BY MATT INGWALSON

READ AN
EXCERPT

In this scene from Chapter 18, Bob wakes up tied to a
chair. Across from him, a brownie, a typewriter and a
man in a Guy Fawkes mask.
The mask/man picks a sheet of paper up into his gloved
hand and holds it, turning it so I can see nothing
is written on either side. Then he inserts it into his
typewriter and turns the carriage and pecks at the
keyboard. When he is done, he turns the carriage again
to free the paper. It sounds like someone shuffling a
deck of cards.
He slides the paper past the brownie, keeps one finger
on it while I read: Why were you at Cash Register?
I check in with myself. Is my heart racing? Is my
stomach churning? How do I feel about this?
I look back at the paper and notice the words have
started swimming. Letters are all just symbols, and like
the frames of a filmstrip, they have to be arranged in
the right order by someone who can create a story from
them. After a few seconds they, the letters, swim into
the intended order again.
Why were you at Cash Register?
Now I become objectively conscious of how nervous I
am. “Stalking a girl I’d recently slept with” is a factually
accurate and yet totally terrifying answer for whatever
it reveals about me. But do I lie to this human who has
me at a bit of a disadvantage? I decide to say something
which, while true, is not all of the truth and therefore
might be considered a lie by some people.
“I…”

at the surface of a pond which I am
apparently lying at the bottom of.
“I had…”
My voice doesn’t seem to cast an echo.
Is it being absorbed by the curtains?
Am I more concussed than I thought?
The man tilts his mask face and he
spins his finger, motioning for me to
get on with it. 

Holy crap, I can’t hear my own voice! It’s just a bubble
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Life in the
Chastity Zone.
Thirty-year-old Chastity (Chase) Morgan
has always dreamed of her fairytale life—
the perfect career, wedding, marriage,
family, and on and on. A structural
engineer, Chase is brilliant in her line of
work, but keeping to her moniker, she
is as chaste as they come. Although she
doesn’t know the first thing about love
and dating, everything changes when
she meets Grant Stevens. Wedding bells
appear to be right around the corner
until he unceremoniously abandons her
for another. Derailed but determined,
Chase has to find a way to move on.
Little does she know that sinister plans
are at work to squash her hopes and
dreams. While a psychic medium comes
to her aide, it’s uncertain whether or
not Chastity will follow the clairvoyant’s
advice. Only time will tell if she’ll choose
between throwing away her virginity and
diving full force into the dating world, or
clinging to her fairytale life plan.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
HOLLY BRANDON
Holly Brandon breaks free from her analytical side to
produce Life in the Chastity Zone. Holding a Ph.D., M.S.,
and B.S. in Civil Engineering, Holly is best known for her
published works in the Journal of Earthquakes, Earthquake
Engineering, and Engineering Vibrations and Earthquake
Science. Unbelievable as it may appear, many of the
scenes in Life in the Chastity Zone are based on true-life
experiences. Holly invites readers to follow Chastity on her
crazy and hilarious adventures in her search for love and
happiness. With more to come, Life in the Chastity Zone is
the first in an unforgettable, brand-new Chastity Zone series.
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Life in the Chastity Zone.
BY HOLLY BRANDON

READ AN
EXCERPT
This whole email courtship is madness.
I may be 100% cuckoo, but shouldn’t I at
least be deliriously happy that he’s flying
5,659 miles to see me, instead of pacing
around my room like a nervous wreck?
Confession: I’ve been basking in the idea
of him. But now that he’s just minutes away
from touching down in Los Angeles, and
his name doesn’t start with L, I have this
gnawing intuitive feeling that something’s
not quite kosher. It’s like that funny feeling
you get when you get scared, and your hair
on your arms stands on end.

“It’s not about the destination, Chase,” I
hear Charlie say. “It’s the journey that gives
us meaning and makes us feel fulfilled.”
The floorboards beneath me start to break.
“Read it...” he looks at me again, smiling. 
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TARO: Legendary
Boy Hero of
Japan.
A B.R.A.G. MEDALLION HONOREE.
To save an empire from the ruthless
warlord who killed his parents, a
young samurai must summon the
courage to face his past and seize his
destiny.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

BLUE SPRUELL
"Coming of age is not for the young at heart."

Award-winning author Blue Spruell lived and worked in
Japan for several years before returning to Atlanta. A trial
lawyer and certified mediator, he runs The Outlaw Firm,
specializing in family law and civil litigation. In his "spare"
time, he teaches Japanese martial arts at Peachtree
Aikikai. His debut novel, Tarō, an historical fantasy
adventure is an Indie B.R.A.G. Medallion Honoree.
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TARO: Legendary Boy Hero
of Japan.
BY BLUE SPRUELL

Tarō shook himself and slapped his muscles,
working himself up for the fight. Then he
stepped into the ring, facing off with the Tengu
Chief, each staring down the other as they stamped
and clapped their hands in ritual dance to begin
the fight.

READ AN
EXCERPT

Tanuki looked down the sideline to where the
other tengu sat cheering their Chief, watching
them nervously jabber among themselves.
First looking around to make certain no one
was watching, Tanuki instantly transformed
himself into the likeness of a tengu. A bouquet of
pheasants, startled and upset by the sudden
appearance of a tengu in their midst, took flight to
settle in a different spot, while Tanuki crept down
the sideline to where the real but oblivious tengu
flocked.
The match began, but the wrestlers did not
immediately rush each other, each taking
measure with feints and dodges. The red fox
circled them, barking and waving his palm frond.
Kicking, gesticulating, jabbering loudly to their
Chief and waving their noses in the air in
exasperation, the tengu watched Tarō smartly
evade their Chief ’s every move to attack. Tanuki
moved closer to listen to two tengu in
conversation.
“This boy is no ordinary human,” one said.
“Perhaps, but the Chief will take him, just wait and
see,” the other said. “Our Chief ’s front
kicks are unbeatable.”
Tanuki crouched, his tengu nose poking in the air,

trying to look inconspicuous, but
soaking up the dialogue. Meanwhile,
Tarō and the Tengu Chief broke and
faced off again.
Magically throwing his voice so it
seemed to come from some other
side of the arena, Tanuki’s tengu
likeness shouted to Tarō, “Watch out
for his front kick!”
The tengu exchanged looks of
dismay and anger, searching the area
to see who might be the meddler. 
53

LONG-LISTED

CONTINUED

The Image.
A naked boy wanders alone through
a divided land carrying rocks, and
seeks refuge in a cave below a
hidden monastery in the mountains.
A middle-aged man returns to the
home of his youth in Lebanon, to
a cave where he confronts a thief
with a camera and protects a sacred,
centuries-old piece of art. Months
later, carrying the treasured face in
his briefcase, the photographer faces
the utter loss of all he has hoped for.
Three stories. Three men. One image:
a timeless work of art. The Image is a
profound and compelling collection
of linked short stories about faith,
hope, belonging, and the search for
meaning within a holy land.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
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STEVEN FAULKNER
Steven Faulkner grew up in the Sudan and Ethiopia in Africa,
and later in Arkansas and Kansas. After dropping out of college,
he married, had children, and worked a variety of jobs: driving
dump trucks and concrete mixers, carpet cleaning, roofing,
newspaper and doughnut delivery, and spent fourteen years as
a carpenter. He returned to school and acquired the necessary
degrees from the University of Kansas and now teaches Creative
Writing at Longwood University in southern Virginia.
His previous book Waterwalk: A Passage of Ghosts has been
made into a movie starring Hollywood actor Robert Cicchini
and has been released across the United States and Canada.
Faulkner has published essays in many literary journals and
magazines including: North American Review, Fourth Genre,
Southwest Review, Shenandoah Review, DoubleTake, and
Wisconsin Trails Magazine. His work has been noted in Best
American Essays and anthologized in Beacon's Best.
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The Image.

BY STEVEN FAULKNER

Few travelers climb the trail to this poor mountain
monastery, so the old monk is surprised by
movement on the dirt trail below. A figure is
walking up through scattered pines and oaks. The
day is hot, the sun high. The monk slowly pulls
his thick fingers through his long, greying beard,
watching what appears to be a young man or a boy
plodding up the dirt trail, a sack over his shoulder.
The monk’s hand slides beneath his considerable
paunch, lifts it from the pine needles and absently
lets it fall back. His old eyes aren’t as clear as they
used to be, but he soon sees that the climber,
except for the sack over his shoulder, is naked.
The monk runs a hand over his balding head, then
reaches for the limb above him and hoists himself
to his feet, still watching the thin body passing in
and out of tree shadows, hobbling up the dirt path,
lugging that heavy sack.
The old monk steps to the flagstones to block the
arched gateway. He clasps his big hands firmly
across his stomach and calls out, “Why do you
shame us by coming naked to the house of God?”
The boy stops and takes a long look at the greybearded monk in his dark robe.
The monk can see the boy’s laddered ribs and
concave stomach in the sunlight, moving in and
out, panting from the effort of climbing.
The boy lets the sack slide from his shoulder
and drop with a clatter to the path. He rubs his
shoulder and calls out, “Robbed . . . I was robbed.”
“But not of your bag?”
“I carry rocks.”

READ AN
EXCERPT

“Rocks?”
“Small rocks.”
“Our house is made of rocks. Why
do you bring us more?”
“Beautiful rocks.”
The monk takes his hand and with
one thick finger strokes the sweat
from his eyebrows. “Beautiful?”
The boy nods.
“What are we to do with beautiful
rocks?” 
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The Pigskin
Heist.
The Pigskin Heist is your season ticket
to hang with a small college football
team through the youthful eyes of
idealistic, straight-A student Dylan
Mackenzie—who makes the team due
to his father’s status on the faculty—
and his soccer star girlfriend Charlie,
who unexpectedly earns a ‘walk-on’
spot as kicker. Together, they soon
learn that the team’s floundering
self-esteem and bottom-feeder
win-loss record reflects the bigoted
coach’s macho, prejudiced leanings
and his ham-fisted management.
Determined to set things straight
from the sidelines, while tempted by
career-building gigs and prospects,
our optimistic duo join forces with
other overlooked players to conjure
up unexpected gridiron triumphs and
kickstart a winning tradition.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

DON O. DYER
Don O. Dyer grew up in Southern California and
Oklahoma. After service in the Navy, he graduated from
the Letters Program at the University of Oklahoma
and worked in numerous vocations, including tall ships,
homebuilding, the arts, radio broadcasting, social services,
publications, research libraries, and as a grant writer. He
lives in Oregon's Willamette Valley and has authored five
novels and a memoir.
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The Pigskin Heist.
BY DON O. DYER

READ AN
EXCERPT

nd EXCERPT GOES HERE this
treasure hunt. 
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Transference.
Rebellion. Revenge. Revelation.
Banished to the desert planet Eridania and
serving a life-sentence for thievery, Barrabas
Madzimure toils underground. Slaves to the
Church and the will of its prophet Jovian, a
charismatic figurehead who rules everything
on Earth, Madzimure and his cohorts dig
endlessly for the substance eridanium-the
source of Jovian's alien power.
But Madzimure can no longer keep his
secret. Facing execution, he claims to have
once been Thaniel Kilraven, transferred
decades earlier into the body of Madzimure
against his will. Under interrogation the
stories of both men are revealed, and we
learn the terrible fate of the long thought
dead Kilraven family.
Madzimure escapes and sets a course for
home, knowing the only way to save what's
left of the Kilraven name and confront his
destiny-and Jovian-is by facing them head
on. But the horrific truths he finds on Earth
might be the undoing of all mankind. What
if everything humanity believed about
civilization was a lie? Will anything or anyone
be left from the fallout?
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
B.T. KEATON
Brandon Keaton is a citizen of Aotearoa, and has called its
beautiful capital city of Wellington home for over ten years.
Some of his career highlights include slaving joyfully in bigbox retail, making coffee for advertising execs, and dutymanaging a craft beer brewery. He is also passionate about
animals and has an undying affinity for gummy bears.
Brandon is honoured to be able to support The Science
Fiction & Fantasy Association of New Zealand, SpecFicNZ,
and The Libertarian Futurist Society. He is currently penning
the sequel to TRANSFERENCE, his debut indie novel.
58

DECEMBER / JANUARY 2022

LONG-LISTED

CONTINUED

Transference.
BY B.T. KEATON

I’ve tried to die so many times that I’m not even
afraid of it anymore. The trick is not to be afraid.
It doesn’t even hurt like people think that it would.
Coming back, though? Coming back is the scary
part.

READ AN
EXCERPT

In my fourth body, I didn’t eat a single thing
for over three weeks. When the transference
technicians dragged me from my room, I
overheard one of those damned doctors saying I
had lost nearly thirty pounds. That made me smile
like I’ve not smiled in years, even though I couldn’t
walk any longer and my physical strength was
nearly spent. But just when I thought it was over
what did they go and do? The devils transferred
me into a fresh set of skin and began feeding me
intravenously.
I don’t even know why I was shocked. These men
control everything… when I bathe, when I sleep,
and even how I go to the bathroom. There is no
longer anything left to me in this world that is
truly my own, except for my wedding band. If
the men in power know about the ring, they have
afforded me it for reasons that I can’t foresee…
but none of them for pity I can tell you that. These
same men who also rule the nations took my
husband from me decades ago. Only… I can never
be sure how many years it’s actually been. Ever so
much more than twenty, if my last count was right.
But I am not alone.

Like so many other dear souls in
this tower I’ve been imprisoned
against my will, here in this place
of supposed peace, wherein only
by making a payment of your very
spirit are you finally rewarded with
absolution. 
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Wherabouts
Unknown.
1993. For 18-year-old Beth Adamski, life is just
starting to take shape. She's set to attend
Indiana University in the fall, her boyfriend
and her best friend are like family, and the
graveyard shifts she works at Walmart will help
her save up for an apartment of her own. But
when her parents die in a tragic car accident,
Beth not only discovers that she has a sister;
she also finds that her parents weren't exactly
who she thought they were. Determined to
find her sister, Beth sets out on a journey that
leads her to discover more about herself than
she could have ever imagined.
1953. Every day, Milwaukee-born Jim Robinson
watches his mother wait for his MIA father to
return home from the Korean War. As the years
pass and his father never appears, young Jim
grows lonely, resigned to a life of solitude, until
Sal Conti—a crusty, old, Italian stone carver
living nearby—takes Jim under his wing. As Jim
grows older, his life's journey takes him from a
sheltered and secure life in Milwaukee, to the
war-torn jungle of southern Vietnam. Back in
the U.S. after his service ends, Jim searches
for a place to call home and the one thing he
longs for most: connection.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

60

RICHARD PROBERT
Eschewing career building in favor of following his
interests, Richard Probert spent his years teaching
both music and business in colleges and universities,
conducting choruses and orchestras, writing, and
singlehandedly sailing coastal Maine and the Canadian
Maritimes. His previous books include Archie's Way, A
Memoir of Friendship and Craftsmanship, and a novel
titled That Good Night. Now retired, Richard lives a quiet
life Sackets Harbor, New York with his wife Carmelita and
their dog Willa.
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Wherabouts Unknown.
BY RICHARD PROBERT

I watched the dust play around in the low sunlight
that streamed through the tall windows lining
the hall. It was dreamlike…everybody dancing
around…the music. There was a lightness to it all,
a lightheartedness. I wanted to stand up and tell
everybody to get out. Go home. I wanted to tell
them about how GRREG was still up and running,
its refrigerators packed tight.

READ AN
EXCERPT

But that wasn’t going to happen. And the mortuary
in ‘Nam wasn’t going to shut down for lack of
business. And I didn’t have any idea where I was
going in life and what I’d do when I got there. I got
up and turned toward to the door, and that’s when
I saw her.
It was like something out of the movies. I swear
to god, things went into slow motion. The music
faded. All I could see was this drop-dead beautiful
girl, and she was looking right into my eyes.
We both moved toward each other, slowly, like
there was no rush at all. Without saying anything,
I took her hand in mine and led her to the dance
floor. If I’d been thinking straight, I’d
have remembered that I couldn’t dance if my life
depended on it. But nothing seemed to matter
except getting that girl in my arms.

mind. I breathed her in like fresh
air. All the stuff with Vietnam just
faded away and there was no place
but right there, on that dance floor,
with that girl. 

Lucky for me, a slow song was playing. As we
started to sway to the music, she felt incredibly
light. She put her cheek against mine, and—I
don’t know how to describe it without sounding
Hollywood, but—it just felt…right. I hadn’t shaved
for a day or two and I’m sure she thought she was
cuddled up to a porcupine, but she didn’t seem to
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Twin Bill

Last Star Standing

Baseball challenges players
on and off the field.

Born to a charismatic
Indigenous mother and
an infamous Australian
politician, Aiden has always
been an outsider.
The Earth barely survived
World War III when
invaders from another
galaxy took over.
Determined to bring an end
to the alien regime, Aiden
joins the underground rebel
movement. After being captured, tortured, and
executing a daring escape, Aiden learns that there
are traitors among the rebellion - and, to make
matters worse, they want him dead. Can Aiden
carry out his plans to free the world of the alien
pestilence? Or will his enemies get to him first?

BY MIKE MCSORLEY

“Payback” offers a chance to
even the score for lefty Alan
Coltard, but at what price?
In “Big Finish” slugging
outfielder J.C. Taylor finds
his baseball world turned
upside down when he’s
traded midseason from a contender to hopeless
also ran.
He’s faced with the choice of playing out the
sting or becoming a bigtime player in a whole
new role.
Available at Amazon and Barnes & Noble.

How The Deer Moon Hungers

BY SPAULDING TAYLOR

Available at Amazon and Barnes & Noble.

LIKE US, THE POLAR BEARS

BY SUSAN WINGATE

BY TESS MARSET

MACKENZIE FRASER
witnesses a drunk driver
mow down her seven-yearold sister and her mother
blames her. Then she ends
up in juvie on a trumpedup drug charge. Now she’s
in the fight of her life…on
the inside! And she’s losing.
"From the ashes rises
the phoenix. As a family
descends into an abyss
of pain, so Mackenzie fights to discover
her own way out of the overwhelming
circumstances of her sibling's death."Susan
Wingate is gifted at capturing these
shifting nuances as events continue to pull
characters apart and put them back together
like puzzles, albeit in a different way.

Seventeen-year-old Molly
needs to figure out how
to get her brilliant plan to
save polar bears into action
while dealing with a few
. . . challenges: Phobias +
self-doubt; Anxiety + more
anxiety; loss of BFF

Available at Amazon.

Available at Amazon and Barnes & Noble.
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Hope arrives in the form
of Sig, the last-available lab
partner, who has an audacious
idea for saving the polar bears and--a secret. He
accepts Molly as she is, problems and all, and
challenges her to follow through on her polar bear
rescue plan. She accepts his challenge, putting her
well outside her comfort zone. But as Molly and Sig
set off to raise funds for the cause, complications
threaten to melt the thin ice that keeps Molly from
drowning in her own problems.

BOOK SHELF

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

Two Tickets to Dubrovnik
BY ANGUS KENNEDY

A View From The Languedoc
BY ANGUS KENNEDY

Australian wine writer,
Andrew Johnston, goes to
Dubrovnik to prepare an
article for his editor on
the wines and wineries of
southern Rhône. He meets
up with an old Bordelaise
wine making acquaintance,
Lucien Delasalles, and
his step-sister, Niki Menčetić. He becomes
embroiled in the murky affairs of Niki and her
family and the local police, which leads to his
sad departure from the ancient city.

Australian wine writer,
Andrew Johnston, is again
staying in Europe, this
time with his brother,
Adrian, for both work
and a holiday. During an
extensive new wine project
from his publisher, he meets
up again with a number of
his old acquaintances from both France and
Dubrovnik, including Niki Menčetić. Whether
he can resolve his difficulties with Niki’s life is
uncertain.

www.anguskennedybooks.com
Available at Amazon, Amazon UK,
and Barnes & Noble.

www.anguskennedybooks.com
Available at Amazon, Amazon UK,
and Barnes & Noble.

To The East

The Final Programme

The book gives a composite
picture of what heaven is
like based on the eyewitness
testimony of nineteen
separate accounts. As a result
it gives a more complete
picture than any other single
book does. All of Scripture’s
testimony about heaven is
confirmed and many more
details God never revealed in His Word. Many
readers say it’s a great blessing and have bought
extra copies to give away.

In this final novel of the
Out of Solitude tetralogy,
Australian wine writer,
Andrew Johnston, is
comatose in a hospital in
Sydney, Australia after the
events of Međjugorje in
Bosnia and Herzegovina.
His Croatian lover, Niki
Menčetić, believes him gone, the victim of a
cruel deception by Andrew’s brother, Adrian,
and has returned to Dubrovnik. Andrew now
has to try to re-establish the rest of his life.

www.anguskennedybooks.com
Available at Amazon, Amazon UK,
and Barnes & Noble.

www.anguskennedybooks.com
Available at Amazon, Amazon UK,
and Barnes & Noble.

BY ANGUS KENNEDY

BY ANGUS KENNEDY
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Whisperwood: A Confederate Soldier's
Struggle
BY VAN TEMPLE

A story of one man's
struggle of conscience
through the bewildering,
brutal, and terrifying
experience of the
American Civil War.
Anderson Flowers, a
poor, twenty-year-old
farmer, leaves his home and sweetheart in
the summer of 1861 and walks the twentyfive miles to Kosciusko with his best friend,
Dallas, to enlist as a soldier in Company
K of the 20th Regiment of the Army of
Mississippi.
Available at Amazon and Barnes & Noble.

Feast of Fates

BY CHRISTIAN A. BROWN

Arnold Falls

BY CHARLIE SUISMAN

Spend time in the funny,
oddball village of Arnold
Falls, where larger-thanlife characters deal with
the smallest of problems.
Somehow, it all comes out
right in the end. Arnold
Falls is a novel that tips its
hat to Armistead Maupin
and P. G. Wodehouse,
creating a world in which food, music,
friendship, love, and tending your own garden
are connected in surprising ways.
Winner of the 2020 IPPY from the Independent
Publisher Book Awards
Available at Amazon and Barnes & Noble.

Journey Into Darkness: A Story In
Four Parts, 3rd Edition
BY J. ARTHUR MOORE

Morigan lives a quiet life
as the handmaiden to a
fatherly old sorcerer named
Thackery. But when she
crosses paths with Caenith,
a not wholly mortal man,
her world changes forever.
Their meeting sparks long
buried magical powers deep
within Morigan. As she attempts to understand
her newfound abilities, unbidden visions begin
to plague her—visions that show a devastating
madness descending on one of the Immortal
Kings who rules the land.

Duane Kinkade was ten
years old in the summer of
1861 when raiders struck
his farm after his pa had
gone to the war; eleven the
following spring when he
left in search of his father
and became a part of the war
himself; thirteen the summer
he returned home, a veteran
soldier after two and a half years of army life
and battlefield experience. An intricate blend
of fact and fiction, the thread of experience of
the fictitious boy soldier runs through the fabric
of a very real war and its historic violence as it
actually happened.

www.christianadrianbrown.com
Available at Amazon and Barnes & Noble.

www.jarthurmoore.com
Also Available at Amazon and Barnes & Noble.
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The World Looks Different Now

The Talking Drum

On a glorious, if
blisteringly hot, Saturday
in August 2010, Margaret
Thomson’s world is
suddenly shattered by the
incomprehensible news
that her twenty-two-yearold son, a medic in the
army, has taken his life.
In a deep state of shock,
Thomson and her husband
immediately travel to
Fort Bragg, North Carolina, where their
son Kieran was stationed, in an effort to
assist their daughter-in-law. Upon their
arrival, though, the couple find themselves
plunged into a labyrinthine and, at times,
seemingly bizarre world of military rules
and regulations.

The fictional city of
Bellport, Massachusetts,
is in decline with an
urban redevelopment
project on the horizon
expected to transform
this dying factory
town into a thriving
economic center. This
planned transformation
has a profound effect on the residents
who live in Bellport as their own personal
transformations take place.

Available at Amazon and Barnes & Noble.

Available at Amazon and Barnes & Noble.

BY MARGARET THOMSON

BY LISA BRAXTON

The Talking Drum explores intra-racial,
class, and cross-cultural tensions, along with
the meaning of community and belonging.

Automaton Nation

Not All Of Me Is Dust

Automaton Nation is perfect
for fans of science fiction
where the stakes are high,
love is unexpected, and
characters survive in a
dystopian world.

Not All of Me Is Dust is an
account of the cost exacted
by living out a high ideal.
It tells the story of three
members of a particular
family: imaginative, highspirited Clara Engle, the
youngest, whose childhood
fantasies of Christian
perfection are realized in the
shattering actuality of adulthood; her beautiful,
conflicted sister, Kathleen; and her brother,
Stephen, a priest and poet. Not All of Me Is
Dust is a story of the sacred and secular, of love
and separation, of aspiration and failure, and
most important, of loss and recovery.

BY CYNTHIA KUMANCHIK

Val Tate, daughter of a
prominent scientist, falls in
love with robotic Dat against
her parents’ objections. Sparks fly between the
two as they realize their love is real, although
forbidden. The robots’ rebellion pushes the
couple closer to-gether as they join their cause.

BY FRANCES MAUREEN RICHARDSON
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SEND THE WORD
by James Hockenberry
Send the Word, the second book in Hockenberry’s
World War I Intrigue Series, follows our heroes
into the Great War culminating with the Meuse/
Argonne offensive, the largest battle in U.S. Army
history. Now in Military Intelligence, Martin and
Keller struggle to secure victory. But at what cost?
At home, clandestine operator Shannon Tunney
faces a new set of killers. The book depicts the
horrors of war and its emotional cost, as when
post-traumatic-stress was known as “shell-shock.”
On the Western Front, Martin & Keller do not
know who is more treacherous: the German
army or supposed friends. During the American
advance, a cunning assassin emerges to threaten
General Pershing. In the final days of the war,
Martin & Keller battle through the formidable
German defenses in the Meuse-Argonne. Taking
it will be ghastly. For Martin, pledged to keep his
warrior friend Keller alive, the story becomes a
personal struggle of sacrifice, loss of faith, and
despair. In New York, Shannon wonders if she is a
wife or widow. She uncovers a conspiracy to help
Germany win the war but gets trapped between
scheming rivals, opportunistic adventurers, and
righteous patriots.
Through it all, each will face betrayal, bewildering
obstacles, and certain death.
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REFLECTIONS OF AN ANXIOUS
AFRICAN AMERICAN DAD
by Eric L. Heard
Reflections of an Anxious African American
Dad by Eric Heard is a heartfelt, vulnerable, and
uplifting memoir.
The purpose of this book is an awkward
discussion of Eric Heard’s life to his son. He
talks about his life in a candid way that tries
to explain his anxiety as an African American
dad. It is an open and honest account of his life
through the life of a child that has been through
a lot in his life. It is a reflection on his life that
has been shaped by his childhood experiences.

2 0 2 1 TO P N O TA B L E I N D I E S
N O TA B L E

N O TA B L E

THE TRAVELS OF IBN THOMAS
by James Hutson-Wiley

DESERT FIRE, MOUNTAIN RAIN
by Amy Schisler

The adventures of a man torn between religious
and political loyalties, and embroiled in
international conflict and intrigue, The Travels
of ibn Thomas, the second book in the series
that began with The Sugar Merchant, is a
gripping story of one man’s life and a fascinating
glimpse into the tumultuous twelfth century’s
commercial and scientific revolution when the
three Abrahamic faiths meet in both cooperation
and deadly conflict. Thoma, son of Thomas
Woodward, born in Egypt but raised in England,
embarks on a dangerous and eventful journey
that takes him to the famous Salernitan medical
school to train as a physician. His first assignment
takes him to Sicily, where he saves the life of a
royal prince, deals with an epidemic, and becomes
the court physician. But dark forces are at play,
and Thoma’s life is turned upside-down; barely
escaping from Sicily, he is captured and enslaved
by pirates, befriends an assassin, gains and loses
a fortune in gold, and finds himself plunged into
political and religious turmoil of the early twelfth
century Holy Land.

Andi Nelson's dream was to go to the Naval
Academy and serve her country. As an
intelligence commander with SEAL Team Three,
her life is what she always imagined until a lapse
in intelligence leads to the death of her team and
the man she loves. Plagued with survivor's guilt,
Andi returns to her hometown in the Arkansas
Ozarks only to discover that Buffalo Springs is as
depressed and broken as she is.
Wade Montgomery, a mover and shaker in New
York City's world of finance, has closed his heart
to the possibility of love. When he returns to
Buffalo Springs to care for his ailing mother,
Wade accepts the position of mayor and the task
of helping the town to die gracefully. Succumbing
to the pitfalls of pride, he closes his eyes to the
illegal dealings within the town's government,
plunging the town and Wade into a pit of lies and
deceit that may destroy them both.
Will restoring the town provide the purpose
Andi needs to continue living? Will Andi's
determination to save the town open Wade's eyes
and his heart?

71

2 0 2 1 TO P N O TA B L E I N D I E S
NOTABLE

N O TA B L E

JOURNEY TO NEW SALEM
by Mark Rosendorf

YOU OUGHTA KNOW
by Sue Phillips

A year has passed since The Witches of Vegas
saved the city from the evil Wiccan vampire,
Valeria.

There are things in life you oughta know if your
heart is going to survive.

Since then, the show has hit an all-time high.
So has the romance between teen witch Isis
Rivera and teenage magician, Zack Galloway.
Things couldn't be any better for them until Isis
develops seizures that cause her power to spiral
out of control. Fires and earthquakes are just the
beginning of the chaos caused by the misfired
witchcraft. Unable to find a cure, Isis' family
journeys to New Salem, a fabled village of witches
which may or may not even exist.
Meanwhile, Zack ends up face to face with the
only being who may have a cure...Valeria. But does
he dare pay her price?

Her husband held all the cards-money, fame and
power-but a shocking revelation destroys both
Megan Fisher's self-esteem and her marriage, and
now she must figure out a way to take back her
independence, pick up the pieces of her life, and
care for her ten-year-old son.
When a job opens up at a summer camp in
Malibu, Megan jumps at the chance to be a
counselor. She'll be able to provide for her son and
they'll both have a safe place to heal. Little does
Megan know that they have stepped into a world
where even the promise of new love is tainted by
accusations that threaten to shatter Megan's heartand her son's-once again.
A single mother's journey of hope, courage and
strength.
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THE RECLAIMED KINGDOM
by Dana Claire

STAY
by Jennifer Silverwood

Under the cruel ministrations of its Queen,
the Kingdom of D’Land is in peril. With King
Harrison away in foreign lands and neighboring
kingdoms unwilling to intervene, there is no
one to protect the people from poverty, harsh
punishment, and unreasonable rules of law—
except for the Band of Brothers. Struggling
with the death of her mother and the legendary
syphon powers she inherited, seventeen-yearold Dru wants nothing more than to escape her
old life. Disguised as a lad, she joins the motley
crew of good-hearted ruffians, pilfering from
the rich to feed the poor and pay their taxes, and
she becomes an integral ally—and friend. When
her true nature is discovered, nothing changes
among the lads—except for the way her close
friend Hawkin begins treating her, protective
and attentive, raising uncertainty and confusion
within her. But Dru’s new world is overturned
when she and the Brothers seize the treasures of
a Prince who unknowingly threatens to reveal
her identity. Together, Dru and her chosen family
must find a way to reclaim her destiny and bring
balance to the Kingdom through Dru’s powerful
gift. If not, there may be no hope left for anyone
and her power lost forever.

Rona believes love is nothing more than a myth, a
tale for little girls. Until the immortal ruler of the
seas appears from thin air and she is swept into
a dark and dangerous affair. What was formerly
myth soon becomes part of the everyday. And
Rona believes when Seid tells her they will be
together forever. But forever is a long time and
after she betrays him, what was supposed to be an
eternity in paradise becomes an eternity in hell.
Now she is cursed, unable to feel emotions except
through the couples she is led to test and save.
Two thousand years is an awfully long time to live
alone. And the business of love saving isn’t what
it used to be. By the twenty-first century, Rona’s
ready to give up. Until the night she is seen by a
human. Deep in the underbelly of the city that
never sleeps, she recognizes him instantly. He may
dress differently and have gained a few new scars,
but she would recognize the face of her former
lover in any lifetime. Trouble is, he seems to have
no memory of her and he and his ex-girlfriend are
the ones whose true love she’s meant to save. But
when he starts to fall for her, she is forced to learn
what it means to be human all over again.
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THE LONG DESERT ROAD
by Alex Sirotkin

ANCHORED
by Mort Crim

Henry, a middle aged science-writer, into his
music but still a bit of a nerd, is researching his
new book on the most compelling mystery of the
universe, when he meets Isabel, a bright attorney
with captivating eyes. For Henry, who’s been
struggling for years looking for the right woman,
it’s love, at first sight.

From the journalist who served as a major
inspiration for Will Ferrell's performance in the
movie Anchorman, Mort Crim’s Anchored takes
readers behind the camera to show what life was
like when the local anchorman was as revered
as the professional athlete, and just as overpaid.
Growing up as the son of an evangelical minister
in a conservative church, Crim initially followed
his father's path into ministry. But the more he
delved into the Bible, the more his faith was
shaken. Crim left the ministry for a career in
journalism, determined to pursue truth. By the
age of 30, he had made it to New York to work
as a national correspondent for ABC, where he
anchored the network's top-rated morning radio
show and covered America's newly developing
manned space program. When Neil Armstrong
took that first step on the moon, it was Crim's
voice that described the historic event for millions
around the world. At the urging of Walter
Cronkite, Crim moved from network radio into
the heady world of television news. At KYW in
Philadelphia, Mort Crim was paired with the late
Jessica Savitch, and their anchor team spawned
the idea for Will Ferrell's Anchorman movies.
Crim's journey will resonate with anyone who has
felt compelled to seek the truth.

Isabel’s not so quickly convinced; and she’s wellaware of her own baggage. Her daughter, Lauren,
is a stunning, smart, and intuitive twenty-one
year-old girl with issues: among others, her
addiction to opiates. Lauren’s been to hell and
back, taking her mom with her most of the way.
She’s got one last chance before Isabel cuts her off
for good.
Part love story, part travel adventure, the novel
follows the intersection of the lives of these three
unforgettable characters. But this is not the story
you think it is. Full of unexpected twists and
turns, the plot explores timeless questions of our
place in the universe, taking the reader on an
engrossing journey of self-discovery.
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THE ABDUCTION OF JOSHUA BLOOM
by Michael L. Thal

OMINA UVORIX
by Guy Jones

JOSHUA BLOOM is abducted by an alien race of
beings. LELA, their captain says, “We are from
a planet eleven light years from your sun. We’re
probing neighboring star systems for intelligent
life. Our computer selected and transported
you.” ANITA, the youngest crew- member and
second in command, is a mute and communicates
telepathically. From the two aliens, Joshua learns
about the matriarchal Oceanian society facing
an impending nova of their sun. The Oceanians
want to come to Earth in peace, but Joshua
doubts Earth would accept alien interlopers.
After visiting other worlds, the Explorer lands
on Oceania. During the course of his visit,
Joshua discovers that Anita’s people escaped
a holocaust inflicted by an evil alien race, the
Palash. They fled in a space ark migrating to
Oceania, but a horrible accident killed most men
in space, so a matriarchy was established. Heir
to that matriarchy, Anita assumes governmental
leadership and prepares her people for their
second exodus. Joshua returns to Earth. The crew
finds Earth at a precipice—world unification or
world war. MOSHE, Joshua's twin brother, is the
one man positioned to bring the world to peace.
Moshe has aged thirty years and is preparing for
a worldwide strike for peace. After his successful
strike, Moshe has the political clout to demand
world governments to meet at his orbital space
station for unification talks.

Where did this troubadour come from? Sil
D’Arblay was a timelord and no one knew his age,
or his origins.
We have records of him fighting in the Circus
Maximus in Rome, then being William the
conqueror’s right-hand man.
He conjures up entities and entertains with his
magical verse which he transmutes into haunting
melodies, along with his trusted mandolin; also
known to be the advisor of King Edward II These
are but a few of his incarnations, to name them all
would make tomes.
Then there is Suzanne Zanzibar who is central
to an entrepreneurial world of haute couture,
decadence and creativity set in the 1980s in
London. What is their connection?!
So many centuries pass yet to the timelord time
has no function or value: he walks out of England
in 1309 to the 1980s with ease and aplomb.
Is Omina Uvorix paradise lost, found or regained?
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EIGHT POINTED CROSS
by Marthese Fenech

A KNOCK IN THE ATTIC
by John Russell

The violent clash between the Ottoman Empire
and the Knights of St John on the island fortress
Malta serves as the backdrop to Eight Pointed
Cross. Young siblings Domenicus and Katrina
Montesa live under constant threat of raids by
the Ottoman Turks, the staunchest enemies of
the Christian knights. All the while, hundreds
of leagues away in Istanbul, Demir’s dream of
becoming an imperial horseman in the Sultan’s
cavalry is his only salvation against relentless
torment by his cruel brother.
The Turkish invasion of Malta and the island’s
bloody defence will forever change the lives of the
three protagonists, whose fates are intertwined
not only with each other, but with nobles and
peasants, knights and corsairs, tyrants and
galley slaves, on both sides of the conflict as the
novel glides across the Mediterranean world of
the sixteenth century—from Malta, a barren
Christian outpost, to Istanbul, the glittering seat
of Islam, from filthy prison cells to lush palace
gardens.
Against soaring sea-cliffs and open sea-lanes,
the men and women of Eight Pointed Cross face
corruption and oppression, broken vows and
betrayal, as two great empires collide. Surviving
this battle-soaked world of swords and scimitars
will test the limits of every character’s courage,
loyalty, and love.

From the very first chapter to the very last, A
Knock in the Attic is a page-turning adventure
every fan of the paranormal and good oldfashioned ghost story will love. A captivating and
sometimes humorous collection of the author's
personal interactions with the metaphysical and
unexplained over his lifetime, the book serves up
a heaping share of goosebump-worthy accounts
that will make it difficult for even the staunchest
non-believer to dismiss the existence of ghosts
and visitors from the Other Side. And for some
readers, learning how the author has used his
psychic gifts to help others adds a warm touch to
what could otherwise be a 'chilling' story!
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"If you've ever wondered what it's like to be
psychic, read this fascinating book. John Russell
describes in detail what it's like to see a ghost,
hear an otherworldly voice, receive information
telepathically, and other paranormal phenomena.
John writes from the heart, and his easygoing,
down-to-earth prose gives you the sense that
you're talking to an old friend.
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THE BLIND BOXER
by Jim Lester

BLOODROOT
by Daniel V. Meier, Jr.

Set in the real American dystopia of the Great
Depression, The Blind Boxer is the story of
a prison inmate known as Harvard, who is
offered his freedom if he will participate in a
mysterious boxing match. Harvard, who is a
former professional fighter but suffers from
failing eyesight, is joined by two other fighters.
But when the Big Fight begins Harvard and
his friends quickly learn that the rules of prize
fighting and fair play no longer count and
survival is the name of the game.

England, 1609. Matthew did not trust his friend,
Richard’s stories of Paradise in the Jamestown
settlement, but nothing could have equipped him
for the privation and terror that awaited him in
this savage land.
Once ashore in the fledgling settlement, Matthew
experiences the unimaginable beauty of this
pristine land and learns the meaning of hope, but
it all turns into a nightmare as gold mania infests
the community and Indians become an increasing
threat. The nightmare only gets worse as the
harsh winter brings on “the starving time” and
all the grizzly horrors of a desperate and dying
community that come with it.
Driven to the depths of despair by the guilt of his
sins against Richard and his lust for that man’s
wife, Matthew seeks death, but instead finds
hope in the most unexpected of places, with the
Powatan Indians.
In this compelling and extensively researched
historical novel, the reader is transported into
a little-known time in early America where she
is asked to explore the real meanings of loyalty,
faith, and freedom.
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NO BIRDS SING HERE
by Daniel V. Meier, Jr.

1877
by David Cornish, MD

Two young people, Beckman and Malany, set out
on an odyssey to find meaning and reality in the
artistic life, and in doing so, unleash a barrage of
humorous, unintended consequences. No Birds
Sing Here is a multi-layered novel about a journey
in which the characters are struggling to survive
in an increasingly chaotic world.

Riots. Murder. Terrorism. Threats of another
civil war heard throughout the country.
Government troops attempt to restore order. A
political party seeks to remove the Electoral
College from the Constitution. Rampant voter
fraud. Racism rears its ugly face. A Presidential
election is thrown into chaos. Sound like presentday news? No. Actually, it is 1876-1877.

The characters that the two meet along the way
reflect the allegorical evolution of humanity
from its primal state, represented by Beckman’s
dismal life as a dishwasher to the crude, medieval
development of mankind in a pool hall, and then
to the false but erudite veneer of sophistication
of the academic world—all demonstrated in the
embodiment of the characters they meet along
the way. The world these protagonists live in is a
world without love. It has every other variety of
human drive and emotion, but not love. Do they
know it? Not yet. And they won’t until they figure
out why no birds sing here.

Dr. Charles Noble is a US Civil War veteran,
and an Army surgeon reservist, who is
recommissioned by the government eleven
years after the war. Rising extreme violence
in the former Confederacy, in anticipation of a
national election, has caused President Grant to
send additional federal troops to the Southern
states. Dr. Noble uses his Army deployment
as an opportunity to help heal the wounds and
afflictions of Southern US citizens. However,
terrorists are determined to counter Noble’s good
intentions, as they threaten the civil rights, and
the very lives, of all who oppose them.
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RENDITIONS
by Reginald Gibbons

WHAT HAPPENS IS NEITHER
by Angela Narciso Torres

An energetic exploration of the expanse of
language translated and otherwise transformed

A deeply-sensorial reflection on presence,
absence, and the act of losing

In Renditions Reginald Gibbons conducts an
ensemble of poetic voices, using the works
of a varied, international selection of writers
as departure points for his translations and
transformations. The collection poses the idea
that all writing is, at least abstractly, an act
of translation, whether said act "translates"
observation into word or moves ideas from
one language to another. Through these acts
of transformation, Gibbons infuses the English
language with stylistic aspects of other languages
and poetic traditions. The resulting poems are
imbued with a sense of homage that allows us to
respectfully reimagine the borders of language
and revel in the fellowship of idea sharing. In
this tragicomedy of the human experience and
investigation of humanity's effects, Gibbons
identifies the "shared underthoughts that we can
(all) sense: " desire, love, pain, and fervor.

“What Happens Is Neither / the end nor the
beginning. / Yet we’re wired to look for signs,”
offers the speaker of Angela Narciso Torres’s
latest collection, which approaches motherhood,
aging, and mourning through a series of careful
meditations. In music, mantra, and prayer, Torres
explores the spaces in and around grief—in
varying proximity to it and from different vantage
points. She writes both structurally formal poems
that enfold the emotionality of loss and free verse
that loosens the latch on memory and lets us into
the sensory worlds of the speaker’s childhood and
present. In poems set in two countries and homes,
Torres considers what it means to leave a mark,
vanish, and stay in one place. In a profound act
of recollection and preservation, Torres shows us
how to release part of ourselves but remain whole.
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MANNAHATTA, THE SEQUEL
by Sherry Ostroff

RELIQUARY
by Abigail Wender

From the author of Caledonia, Mannahatta, once
again brilliantly links the stories of 17th century
Anna and 21st century Hanna.

An introspective lyric on how the opiate crisis
alters families and futures

Abandoning the ship was risky. It meant Anna
might never return to Scotland and reunite
with her young daughter. Instead, Anna and her
Highlander, Alain MacArthur, faced an uncertain
future in colonial Manhattan where they knew
no one except for a former acquaintance, who
abandoned them when they were most desperate,
and an old adversary, seeking revenge.

In her debut collection, Reliquary, Abigail
Wender addresses losing a brother to prison
and, ultimately, opiate addiction. The text
also considers womanhood, motherhood, and
marriage in lyric poems that confront the
complicated nature of grief, the effects of illness
on family, and how love—even bliss—figure into
grief’s equation. The collection suspends time,
as the speaker weaves between flashbacks and
the present, assembling fragments and vignettes
of her childhood and marriage. In the book’s
moments of solace and interiority, such as in the
poem, “Hiking,” Wender contemplates how to
hold on and to what. In this particular poem’s
reflection on forgiveness, the speaker asks “Are
there words for us, / high on an uppermost
branch?,” and the collection responds with a
resounding yes.

Anna’s story would have remained unknown if it
were not for the sudden death of Hanna Duncan’s
father on 9/11 and her dogged pursuit of the truth
about her ancient ancestor. But first, Hanna must
make her way through the dangerous Central
American jungle, the Scottish Highlands, and the
glass and steel canyon-land of New York City.
Mannahatta continues the tale of two strong
women living three-hundred years apart, bound
by mysterious circumstances. Both encounter
adventure, mystery, and tragedy as the reader
witnesses them becoming more and more
connected.
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TWIN BILL
by Mike McSorley
Welcome to the Continental Baseball League!
This fictional league operates in competition with
the established American and National leagues.
The players may be fictional, but they face very
real career obstacles. In Payback lefty Alan
Coltard is looking for validation for his efforts.
To do that he must get even with one man who
he thinks held him back. Slugging outfielder J.C.
Taylor confronts a different set of obstacles. First
he must reconcile his new situation when he is
traded from the contending Washington Federals
to the lowly Columbus Buckeyes. On top of that
he must somehow deal with the reappearance of
an old flame that could threaten everything else
that he holds dear.

N O TA B L E

WHERE EAGLES NEVER FLEW: A
BATTLE OF BRITAIN NOVEL
by Helena P. Schrader
Based on actual events and eye-witness accounts,
"Where Eagles Never Flew" shows the Battle of
Britain from both sides of the Channel through
the eyes of pilots, controllers, ground crews - and
the women they loved.
RAF Battle of Britain Ace Wing Commander Bob
Doe called it "The best book about the Battle of
Britain I have ever seen!" USAF General Heaton
noted: "The description of the flying scenes is
so accurate, I can easily imagine myself in all of
the air-to-air battles." Kirkus Reviews praised
the “complex characterizations.” Foreword
Clarion called the book both “compelling” and
“humanizing.”
Summer 1940: The Battle of France is over; the
Battle of Britain is about to begin. If the swastika
is not to fly over Buckingham Palace, the RAF
must prevent the Luftwaffe from gaining air
superiority over Great Britain. Standing on the
front line is No. 606 Squadron. As the casualties
mount, new pilots find a cold reception from the
clique of experienced pilots, who resent them
taking the place of their dead friends. Meanwhile,
despite credible service in France, former RAF
aerobatics pilot Robin Priestman finds himself
stuck in Training Command. On the other side of
the Channel, the Luftwaffe is recruiting women as
communications specialists -- and naïve Klaudia
is about to grow up.
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FORNICATIONALLY CHALLENGED: MY
RELUCTANT RETURN TO DATING
by Judi Lee Goshen
In the vein of The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel and Sex
and the City, Judi, freshly out of an oppressive
marriage, discovers a talent for comedy. Feeling
like the sexual equivalent to Rip Van Winkle,
she's terrified an STD will lead to death or worsewarts. So, she decides to be celibate, until the
raging hormones of her sexual prime start calling
the shots. With conflicting opinions from her
Jewish mother and very experienced best friend,
she navigates a new dating world where men
desperately want marriage. She remains happily
single, comedically dating, and enjoying career
success until she falls in love with a younger man
and faces the risk of being silenced once again.
Adapted from her successful solo show,
Fornicationally Challenged is a twenty-year
journey of self-discovery, one man at a time.

N O TA B L E

PIVOT
by L. C. Barlow
From the age of seven, Jack Harper is raised
by the leader of a mystical cult, Cyrus Harper.
Through Cyrus, Jack receives a full education
in all usual subjects--economics, literature,
mathematics, history--as well as one unique
skill useful to a person in Cyrus's position:
assassination. With the help of Roland James, a
man incapable of dying, Cyrus hones Jack into the
perfect weapon to use against all who oppose him.
It is not long, however, before Jack discovers
that Cyrus and Roland are not the only ones
living in Cyrus's mansion. There, too, exists a
mysterious creature in the depths of the house
with supposed immortal magic. According to
Roland, this creature is responsible for all the
miraculous things Jack has witnessed throughout
her childhood, including Roland's resurrection.
The creature, potent and powerful, only weakens
in the presence of Cyrus's red velvet box--a dark,
enchanted tool that grants Cyrus his invincibility
and ensures his reign.
Lonely and terrified by her life in the cult, under
Cyrus's neverending watch, Jack desperately
pursues the mysterious being. When they
finally meet, her world is turned upside down,
as he offers her more than she could have ever
expected--the possibility of escape and her own
secret, magical power.
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PERISH
by L. C. Barlow

THE CARDIFF GIANT
by Larry Lockridge

Jack Harper is a dangerous woman, capable of
death and resurrection. Raised and utilized by
Cyrus, the leader of a mystical religion, she was
once a fearless and brilliant weapon against all
who blasphemed. Now, having destroyed Cyrus,
Jack is free to be more.

The Cardiff Giant, set in Cooperstown, New
York, has up its novelistic sleeve Puck's profound
declaration, "Lord, what fools these mortals be!"
Jess Freeman, investigative reporter, arrives on the
scene to look into the weird disappearance from
the Farmers' Museum of a huge human figure. He
had been unearthed in the late nineteenth century
near Cardiff, New York. Jess confronts locals and
outsiders who all have a theory, including that
the giant has been reanimated and is lurching
throughout the community. They are enmeshed
in self-punishing belief systems such as alien
abduction, astrology, kabbalistic numerology, New
Age rebirthing, and religious dogmas reduced to
literal absurdities. The fast-paced action centers
around episodes where they pay a sorry price for
their beliefs. But skeptics don't fare much better,
susceptible as they are to mental disorders that
show the faculty of reason is fragile indeed. These
characters group and regroup, with romance
always on their minds, and finally come to
recognitions at once surprising and moving.

While starting anew, Jack begins receiving letters
from children trapped in Infinitum who beg for
rescue, and she soon discovers that Cyrus's cult
is alive and thriving, with tendrils branching
across the world. One of these tendrils leads Jack
to Patrick, a man who speaks of a contraption
that "bleaches anything white." Yet another tendril
stretches beyond death, where the Builder and
Jack's brother, Alex, reside. Jack must now seek
to permanently destroy the following she once
escaped by fixing her sights on a higher target-the infamous demonic Builder, who once supplied
Cyrus with overwhelming power.
Potential aid arrives from an unusual source when
Jack encounters Jonathon Roth and his kill-forhire outfit. Combined, they hope to become an
unstoppable force, but only the future will tell.
Jack may be falling into her old acolyte ways, and
Roth may have found in Jack the very thing that
made Cyrus so powerful--his own magical being.
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ORTHICON
by David Perlmutter

PORNO VALLEY
by Philip Elliott

The United States government discovers, to its
horror, that the creatures featured in animated
cartoons are not fabrications but real beings.

It's the year 2000 and 78-year-old Mickey
O'Rourke has been a Los Angeles PI for a very
long time. He'd thought he'd seen it all until
the disappearance of porn star Jeffrey Strokes
sends him from the sex-filled studios of the
San Fernando Valley to the desperate streets of
Compton where Mickey's final case becomes his
biggest test.

Fearing the social and political consequences of
the discovery being made public, they proceed to
exile them off Earth to another planet.
However, things do not go according to plan...

Flash back to 1998 and struggling hair salon
employee Jemeka Johnson, suspecting boyfriend
Ray-Ray of infidelity, follows him one night from
their East Compton home to what turns out to be
a drug deal gone sour where a twist of fate finds
Jemeka tossed onto a dark and dangerous pathone that offers huge reward for someone bold
enough to seize it.
Meanwhile, in 1999, tired of robbing small-town
diners and shooting bad dope in filthy motel
rooms, newlyweds Richie and Alabama return to
LA in search of the perfect score.
Paths cross and past meets present as bad
decisions hurtle toward worse consequences-and
no one will ever be the same.
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FEDOR
by Brant Vickers

THOSE DARN STRIPES
by Tyrel Nelson

“You can’ throw too much style into a miracle,
and you my friend are a miracle,” Mark Twain
says to Feodor Adrianovitch Jefticheff, also
known as Jo-Jo The Dog Faced Boy. Fedor lives,
travels, works, and loves among the haunting cast
of performers in the Black Tent Sideshow of P.T.
Barnum’s Circus in the late 1880s.

In the fall of 2008, Tyrel Nelson returns to the
United States after teaching English in Ecuador
for a year. Although living overseas was quite
an adjustment for the Minnesotan, the months
to follow (mostly spent around his stomping
grounds) bring on life changes far bigger than
anything he had encountered in South America.
Fortunately, his pop and confidant, Jay, is there to
guide Tyrel through his depression in the Great
Recession, which is not only caused by a stretch
of joblessness but also exacerbated by the breakup
with his longtime girlfriend.

Fedor not only survived, but also profited by
being a memorable and unforgettable human
curiosity. Along with being an intelligent and avid
reader of Tolstoy, Twain, Alcott, and Melville,
he has remarkable interactions with a myriad of
these and other world-renowned characters, one
being Nicholas II the Russian Tsarevich.
This proves that more than just being a
"sideshow," there was a lot of individuality
and heart to this "dog-faced boy." Fedor is a
magnificent fictional account… one that will
appeal strongly to your intellect and emotions.
The novel shows us something new, making
us feel – the ever-shifting dynamic between
resignation and hope. Richly authentic, dramatic,
beautifully written, and always thoughtprovoking, Brant Vickers tells Fedor’s story in an
epic account of this young man’s extraordinary
life.

The days slowly start to look brighter for the
writer nevertheless. He unexpectedly finds
love again. He eventually finds work that is
meaningful. Just when he turns the corner,
though, Nelson runs into another awful trot: he
learns his best friend is going to die.
Those Darn Stripes captures an intimate and
intense period which precedes and succeeds
the death of Ty’s father. Using his bond with
nature—a connection he learned from and shared
with his dad—the author pictorially sets the
scene of each vignette, taking his readers to meet
memorable gals and gents, on foreign jaunts, to
old haunts, and through moments that continue
to haunt him.
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TRAVELS AND TRIBULATIONS
by Tyrel Nelson

A FEW WORDS ABOUT WORDS
by Joe Diorio

In the spring of 2020, Tyrel Nelson lost his
mother. And he lost his job in the summer.
Isolated by the pandemic and hamstrung by
agony, he felt forgotten by the world as it marched
on. Unhappy, uneasy, and unemployed, he began
picking himself up by putting down his thoughts
on a yellow legal pad.

Penned by a writer who had to teach himself
the rules of English grammar, A Few Words
About Words offers an accessible approach to
understanding the English language. In a world
dominated by countless media outlets, written
communication is king. Writing "your" when
you mean "you're" and "there" when you mean
"they're" can make the difference between getting
or not getting new business. A missing comma
can result in a PR catastrophe, and a well-written
line can be remembered for generations. And yet,
many native speakers struggle with the English
language. Spawned from the widely-circulated
and beloved newsletter of the same name, Joe
Diorio's A Few Words About Words blends quickwitted anecdotes from more than 30 years of
newsletter entries that highlight the common,
uncommon, and surprising grammar mistakes
most English speakers make. For anyone who has
ever wondered whether "also" should follow or
precede the verb; if there's a difference between
'preventive' or 'preventative'; or whether the
Oxford comma is as important as everyone says
it is, this book provides relief for many common
grammar anxieties. Humorous, enlightening, and
completely comprehensible, A Few Words About
Words will be the go-to grammar guide you pick
up and can't put down.

Battling through his bereavement on paper proved
to be cathartic. But he needed more – a writing
project he could sink his grief into. So he sorted
through many of the narratives he had composed
over the last dozen years. Reflecting and
reexamining his existence, Tyrel brainstormed
what to do with the pieces which pulled at him
the most. A compilation describing significant
individuals, places, and moments during the past
decade-plus started to take shape.
Travels and Tribulations is an emotional and
chronological collection of vignettes, which
commences in 2008 and concludes in 2020.
While readers follow him on excursions in North,
Central, and South America, they also accompany
Nelson to the peaks and valleys of his personal
life. Profoundly impacted by the deaths of both
his parents, the author guides the audience
through his anguish, depicting reminiscences
and regrets as he openly tries to make sense of
everything.
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THE DARK DESCENT
by Kimki Kita
An aspiring university student whose only wish
is to be normal is forced to cope with debilitating
anxiety and depression.
After the loss of her grandmother, Kokoro will
face the biggest challenge of her life: psychosis.
Based on true events, this autofiction will spiral
you down the path of a mentally ill twenty-yearold in Southern Ontario, Canada, who has to fight
for her sanity.

N O TA B L E

WHEN I GOT DRUNK WITH MY
MOTHER: POEMS ABOUT GROWING
UP SOUTHERN
by Shelley Townsend-Hudson
The poet behind these powerful, nostalgic
poems grew up in a house at the foot of Hibriten
Mountain in North Carolina. These richly
sensual and accessible poems display the awesome
and sometimes fearful beauty of life in the
Appalachian mountains in the 1950s and ‘60s, as
the author tackles such topics as nature, family,
God, the polio epidemic, race relations, friends,
aging parents, and the kind of villains and saints
who can only be found in small-town America.
This is a far cry from from Andy of Mayberry, but
it is as true to the bone as poetry gets.
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THE FURTHER ADVENTURES OF
JACK: SOUTHERN RETELLINGS OF
THE WORLD'S OLDEST STORIES
by Robert Hudson

BOOK ENDINGS - A CALL
NUMBERS NOVEL: LOSS, PAIN, AND
REVELATIONS
by Syntell Smith

Everyone is familiar with Jack and the
Beanstalk—well, this rollicking collection presents
twelve all-new stories about Jack the giant killer.
The stories are adapted from the great trickster
and hero tales of ancient literature—from Sumer,
Greece, Egypt, Israel, Rome, Chine, Japan, and
elsewhere—and retells them as Southern “neofolktales” in which the ever-unconquerable Jack
prevails over bullies, demons, ghosts, and, of
course, giants. This sometimes suspenseful.
sometimes hilarious, and always entertaining
book is a tribute to the Jack Tales by classic
American folklorist Richard Chase. The appendix
includes a bibliography, a biography of Richard
Chase, a scholarly afterword explaining the
history of Jack tales in English, and annotations to
each of the stories.

Robin Walker is not used to the quiet life. As
a library clerk at the 58th Street Library in
Manhattan, the disruptions come from office
politics. But when Robin's grandfather, Jon
Walker, is found collapsed on Robin's living room
floor, Robin must brace himself for the worst. As
he reaches out to family members, he holds onto
slim hope that his grandfather will somehow
come through.
Robin tries to find solace in his co-workers.
But when his supervisor Sonyai Yi is locked in
a private battle with head librarian Augustus
Chavez, loyalties are tested. He'll soon realize its
not easy knowing who to trust, especially when
his job could be on the line. As the days grow
long and his grandfather's time dwindles, Robin
is suddenly energized when he dates Shinju, a
beautiful Asian woman he saw months ago. When
this motley crew of characters finally comes
together, a sudden departure leaves the library in
a different place.
In this thoughtful sequel, life is what you make
of it. Like books borrowed from the library
of the universe, we're only here until we must
be returned to the earth... because our time is
borrowed.
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HARRY HARAMBEE'S KENYAN
SUNDOWNER
by Gerald Everett Jones

SURVIVING CHAOS: HOW I FOUND
PEACE AT A BEACH BAR
by Harold Phifer

A lonely widower from Los Angeles buys a tour
package to East Africa on the promise of hookups
and parties. What he finds instead are new
reasons to live.

For more than fifty years, Harold Phifer's
childhood living conditions remained a secret,
even from those who thought they knew him best.
No one knew about his past growing up with a
mother who suffered from mental illness; a greedy
aunt; a mindless and spoiled older brother; an
absent father.

Aldo Barbieri, a slick Italian tour operator,
convinces Harry to join a group of adventuresome
"voluntourists." In a resort town on the Indian
Ocean, Harry doesn't find the promised
excitement with local ladies. But in the
supermarket he meets Esther Mwemba, a
demure widow who works as a bookkeeper. The
attraction is strong and mutual, but Harry gets
worried when he finds out that Esther and Aldo
have a history. They introduce him to Victor
Skebelsky, rumored to be the meanest man in
town. Skebelsky has a plan to convert his grand
colonial home and residential compound into a
rehab center - as a tax dodge. The scheme calls for
Harry to head up the charity. He could live like a
wealthy diplomat and it won't cost him a shilling!

It wasn't until an explosion in Afghanistan that
his memory was blasted back into focus. This
book is the result of a long, cathartic chat with
a stranger at a beach bar, where Harold finally
found some peace.

Harry has to come to terms with questions at the
heart of his character: Is corruption a fact of life
everywhere? Is all love transactional?
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A MISTAKE INCOMPLETE
by Lorenzo Petruzziello

FIRST COURSE
by Jenn Bouchard

A neo-noir caper set in modern-day Milan.

When four life-altering catastrophes hit in just
one day—including the loss of her parents in a
tragic plane crash—twenty-four-year-old Janie
Whitman retreats to her family’s summer house
in Cape Elizabeth, Maine. Here she tries to
provide stability for her older sister Alyssa and
two young nieces by cooking them amazing food.
Through a mix-up with the alumni office at her
parents’ alma mater, Janie meets a young high
school guidance counselor named Rocky at a
volunteer event, and their fast-tracked romance
helps Janie to see possibilities beyond the life she
had known just a few weeks prior. But with her
ex-boyfriend (and former boss) making overtures
beyond her wildest dreams, as well as Alyssa’s
estranged husband willing to do whatever it
takes to win her back, the Whitman sisters are
faced with big decisions. Despite the obstacles in
their way, when Janie and Alyssa are tasked with
establishing a lasting memorial for their parents,
they just might find the second acts they are
seeking.

An incompetent thief makes another attempt
at burglary. A hopeless bartender struggles to
manage her last patron. The pair reluctantly work
together to figure out why a man they presumed
dead may have returned, while a lonely tourist
inadvertently gets in the way.
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SUSAN: A JANE AUSTEN PREQUEL
by Alice McVeigh

THE PARABLES OF SUNLIGHT
by Margaret Dulaney

Sixteen-year-old Susan Smithson – pretty but
poor, clever but capricious – has just been
expelled from a school for young ladies in
London.

Creative nonfiction.

At the mansion of the formidable Lady Catherine
de Bourgh, she attracts a raffish young nobleman.
But, at the first hint of scandal, her guardian
dispatches her to her uncle Collins’ rectory in
Kent, where her sensible cousin Alicia lives and
“where nothing ever happens.”

Written by the principal writer and spoken word
artist Margaret Dulaney of Listen Well. A spoken
word website exploring open faith ideas through
story and metaphor.

A memoir of a neglected farm, an abandoned and
injured horse, and the prevailing resilience of
hope.

Here Susan mischievously inspires the local squire
to put on a play, with consequences no one could
possibly have foreseen. What with the unexpected
arrival of Frank Churchill, Alicia’s falling in love
and a tumultuous elopement, rural Kent will
surely never seem safe again…
Susan: A Jane Austen Prequel brilliantly captures
Jane Austen's Lady Susan as a young lady.
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CAMILLE
by William Graney

WATKINS GLEN
by Eleanor Lerman

In the year 2076, the members of a secret society
fulfilled a sacred mandate when they departed the
earthly realm. One person, Camille Lyons, stayed
behind to pave the way for the next incarnation of
the society. Camille was a search and rescue officer
in the Coast Guard, a wilderness guide, and she is a
staunch defender of the small town of Mountaintop.

In Watkins Glen, Susan, a woman in her sixties,
finds herself caring for her estranged older
brother (Mark) who has Alzheimer’s. After a life
spent in New York City, Susan has moved upstate
to Watkins Glen where she takes her brother to
live—temporarily, she thinks. In the throes of
his illness, Mark has developed Acquired Artist
Syndrome, a rare but not unheard of symptom of
dementia whereby people who have never picked
up a paintbrush suddenly become obsessed with
the art. In Watkins Glen, Mark also becomes
possessed by the idea that there is a Loch-Ness
like monster living in nearby Seneca lake and
he begins painting the creature. When a stormy
season brings mudslides and floods to the region,
Mark becomes fearful that dredgers brought in
to clear the lake after the deluge are a danger to
the lake monster, and he wanders the shoreline
looking for the lost and possibly injured creature
that his sister knows does not exist. Later, when
Mark, beset by the increasing confusion brought
on by his illness, walks off with a little girl that he
mistakes for his sister when she was a child, there
is a real possibility that Susan won't be able to
save him from the consequences of this otherwise
harmless outing into the past. What she decides
to do mirrors the decisions that many people have
to make as they get older: give up, give in, or use
the strength of love, memory and imagination to
find a way to carry on.

Now in her fifties, Camille has been waiting for
signs that the new society will emerge as she
protects her town from marauding zealots. The
first indication that the secret society (La Société
de la Frontière Ouverte) may be reforming occurs
when Camille has an encounter with Simone,
a woman with genetic links to previous society
members. When former residents with societal
connections return to Mountaintop, Camille tries
to put the puzzle pieces together as she wonders,
why now?
The novel follows Camille’s growth as she tries
to distance herself from a troubled past and find
a new love interest in an environment of extreme
paranoia. In addition to the challenges in her
personal life, Camille must also introduce the new
society members to ancient legends, a mystical
crystal cave, and present them with an awareness
of alternate realms. Her ultimate goal is to witness
the return of democracy and the end of wide-spread
hatred and violence.
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DEFYING THE GHOSTS: A HAUNTED
HOUSE STORY
by Joan Marie Verba
Thrown out of the house by her mother on her
eighteenth birthday, Charlene Griffin needs a
place to live. Her attempts to find housing fail
time after time until she learns of a haunted
house. The owner has agreed to give the house
away to anyone who can stay in the house
overnight. Many have tried and failed, claiming
the house has homicidal ghosts who tried to kill
them.
Nonetheless, as Charlene becomes more and
more desperate for somewhere to stay, she goes to
the owner and arranges to stay overnight. Even
though Charlene thinks she’s prepared, she finds
that the ghosts are determined to get rid of her by
any means necessary. Equally determined to stay,
Charlene finds she’s in the fight of her life to last
until dawn.

N O TA B L E

LIGHT OF GANYMEDE
by Peter C. Greene
Jee thinks she’s a normal 1950’s teenager until her
strange uncle proves that she’s not even human.
At the age of seventeen, he takes her to Jupiter’s
moon Ganymede, the world of her birth. There,
Jee is welcomed as the “Glasśigh”—a princess-like
figure, the first and only direct descendant of her
nation’s two founding families. She plunges into
a life of world-wide celebrity, excessive privilege,
complete adoration, and unlimited wealth. In this
alien but stunningly beautiful world, her every
whim is gratified with dizzying speed. What
more could anyone want?
But affluence and entitlement can’t silence the
tiny voice of doubt growing in Jee’s heart. The
wealth that makes her new life so splendid has
been torn from the downtrodden castes beneath
her. From her comfortable seat atop the social
pyramid, Jee becomes aware of the people being
crushed beneath the weight of appalling injustice,
discrimination, and oppression.
Now, she must make a choice: accept the costs
of her pampered birthright, or risk her life by
using her position to ignite a revolution aimed at
destroying a powerful thousand-year regime of
cruelty and despair.
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SPARROWS & DUST
by Zilka Joseph

A HEART FULL OF WHISKEY
by Raquel J. Lesser

Is this the bird way? Where is home? What is the
fate of wanderers? Have we all been “elsewhere”?
Will truths be revealed to us in the end?

She's all alone; lost. She drinks her problems
away. She hides herself with makeup. Hanging
out with friends she would never hangout before.
Going to clubs and getting lost in the music and
hooking up with strangers. She's a girl she never
thought she would become.

In this finely tuned chapbook, the poet uses free
verse and form to sing her stories, her history,
her geography, her experience as an immigrant
who finds rest after loss and upheaval with
imagination and passion. With deft use of
imagery, language and the senses, she travels and
shape-shifts. She weaves in science, mysticism,
imagination and myth. We fly from India to
Michigan and back, from this world to other
in-between states where memory, death, loss, the
present, the search for home and the self all sing
through several voices, and become a miniature
symphony.
As Attar tells us through his bird characters in
his allegorical rendering of Sufism— “the way is
long” so we must persevere to find the truth. We
are but “water mixed with dust”. The bird-soul
can only rest briefly, then it must move on.
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She fell apart and It's all because of Vince. Before
Vince she was a straight A student. She was a
dreamer but now what is she? She reminisces the
past searching for hope. She's losing her mind all
because she is keeping one little secret; hidden
and it all has to do with Vince.
So what is that secret she is hiding and can she get
herself back together?
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BRIARWOOD GIRLS
by Mariel Gates

FARON GOSS
by Diane Lechleitner

Aubrey's life has unraveled. She is about to enter
a women's rehab facility for the first time in an
attempt to put the pieces back together. Aubrey is
prepared for the mantras and platitudes she has
heard about in twelve step programs but she is not
prepared for the women she'll encounter and the
truth about her own addiction.

When the body of Alison Goss washes up on
Menhaden Island, in the Gulf of Maine, the
working-class fishing community of hard-hewn
ways and salty perspectives is faced with handling
the future of her unusual son, Faron.

Addiction is a lonely disease. It makes us lie
to ourselves. Can she face the person she has
become? Are rehab facilities really what we think
they are?

They soon discover how different he is, in strange
but endearing ways, including his fascination with
moths and his stunning artistic talent.
Bound together by weather and sea, Menhaden
neighbors with good hearts and blunt opinions
overlook Faron’s peculiarities. But their
nurturing embrace cannot completely erase his
troubled past, which eventually morphs into a
life-changing event and forces him to confront
lingering memories.
Faron faces that which haunts him, works as a
sternman on a lobster boat, and paints in his
studio. When he meets a bird-watching woman
who has returned to Menhaden to live in her
grandparents’ house, his life takes another
unexpected turn.
95

2 0 2 1 TO P N O TA B L E I N D I E S
NOTABLE

THROUGH THE WAVES A
STEADY PATH
by Patrick Garry
Reilly has nowhere to go. Her mother is selling
the house, her ex-boyfriend is painting her
father’s condo, and she has been expelled from
high school, just weeks before graduation. In a
moment of desperation, she remembers a goodbye
letter left on her bedroom dresser five years
ago by her father’s girlfriend at the time, Elaine
Connor. So Reilly drives into the city and knocks
on the door of Elaine’s house.
Elaine has tried to change her life since her time
with Reilly’s father. Back then, Elaine was a
detective in the Minneapolis Police Department
and living a lifestyle barely different from those
of the criminals she arrested, hitting bottom
when her son died in an accident. In an effort to
reform her life, or maybe as an act of penance,
Elaine quit the police force and moved back to
the neighborhood of her youth, two houses down
from her contentious mother. She now works in
the campus security office of a large university.
Although alarmed by Reilly’s sudden appearance,
Elaine takes her in, just as she did Owen and
Nathan – two ex-cons living across the street
in a partially renovated house Elaine bought
specifically for that purpose.
96

DECEMBER / JANUARY 2022

N O TA B L E

GRIM HONEY
by Jessica Barksdale
In the poetry collection Grim Honey, the poet’s
past comes alive like a Faulknerian ghost as
Barksdale grapples and attempts reconciliation
with time’s wounds. But through this sifting of
hard memories, there are undercurrents of pure
joy at being able to witness experience in all its
blood and grit, the broken as well as the whole.
It is this love of the world in all its gory realness
that illuminates the apt title of the collection.
Though we may not invite the grim realities of the
world, we can find soothing in their sweetness.
Grim Honey is an indispensable book. If we can
take any honey from these past two grim years,
it is that we have been given a necessary space
to uncover our own life’s movements through
time. Through Barksdale’s own recollections and
reckonings, we are prompted to examine our own
lives, sans blindfold. If there is a lesson in this
collection, it is that we can hold each experience
dear. This book reminds us that what is bitter is
sweet, and only when we acknowledge and hold
space for our blunders and impasses can we move
forward.
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VICARIOUS
by Rhett C. Bruno

CHOSEN TO FALL
by Emmie Hamilton

In High Earth, entertainment is everything.
Virtual worlds, hyper-realistic simulations,
endless streamable content—there’s something
for everybody. You don't ever have to leave your
home.

Faria Agostonna, heir to the Queendom of
Anestra, is tired of hearing about the Fates. That
she must follow her Destiny. That it is already
Chosen for her. Knowing she needs to be lifebonded in an archaic Elven ceremony makes it
even worse. But when a darkness invades her land
and threatens her people’s existence, Faria must
figure out what sacrifices will need to be made
and how far she will have to go to choose what is
right for her people, even if it means ignoring the
needs of her heart.

For Asher Reinhart, nothing compares to Ignis:
Live, a reality show that pushes human beings to
their very extremes. As a volunteer director, he
closely monitors the lives of those living on an
Interstellar Ark who falsely believe they're the last
of humanity out searching for a new Earth.
Mission is the show's brightest young star. Born in
hiding, her intelligence and near-perfect genetics
have allowed her to rise up the ranks faster than
any before her. But now that it's her turn to
provide for the Ark, everything changes...
With Mission's life placed in danger in order
to boost ratings, Asher must choose between
protecting the show he's dedicated his life to,
or the woman who has been the focus of his
attention since the day he was born.

Nellie, a teenaged shapeshifter banished from
Earth, spent years living in Anestra disguised
as a human. After whisperings of a Warlock
rebellion begin to surface, Nellie is recruited by
Queen Amira to do whatever it takes to protect
Faria – no matter the cost. Grappling with the
risk of revealing her true nature, Nellie must
come to terms with the depths she will travel to
prevent the Final Battle and whether she has what
it takes to protect her best friend, even if it means
revealing the truth of her deception.
Spurred by their rebellious nature, both girls
discover the truth of a lost prophecy, face the
betrayal of those closest to them, and discover
how many pieces of themselves they are willing to
surrender to the dark magic that calls to them to
save not only their home, but all connected to it.
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WHY CAN'T SOMEBODY JUST DIE
AROUND HERE?
by Gerhard Maroscher
A true story of a Romanian family’s miraculous
survival of WWII, becoming refugees, fleeing
their homeland, starving after the war, and
coming to the USA to live the American Dream.
Life was full of promise for the young Maroscher
family. Gustav was a teacher; Helene was busy
rearing two boys and managing their small farm.
WWII changed everything. While Gustav fought
the Russians on the Eastern Front, Helene fled the
advancing army to her sister’s house in Germany.
To reunite the family, Helene and her sons made
a dangerous nighttime border crossing from
communist East Germany to the West. After
being reunited in West Germany they faced
discrimination and hunger.
The family immigrated to the USA and embraced
the freedoms and opportunities of America.
Gustav became an engineer working on the
Moon Shot. Helene became an independent
businesswoman.
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WHISPER
by Tracy Bilen
After her friend Samantha is murdered,
seventeen-year-old Olivia is the only one who still
hears her voice.
Years ago, Jacob closed his eyes. In a park. Playing
hide-and-seek. His little brother is still missing.
And Jacob’s mom is the FBI agent who couldn’t
find him.
Now Jacob has dreams he can’t explain. And
draws faces of those about to die.
In a town terrorized by a serial killer, Jacob meets
Olivia. Sparks ignite.
Until the voice in Olivia’s head echoes the
warning in Jacob’s dream…
You’re next.
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SLIP ON THROUGH: CIELO DRIVE
by Kim Clayton

A RIVER FOR GEMMA
by Debra Whiting Alexander

DENNIS WILSON is about to make the biggest
mistake of his life!

Miracles abound in Sugar Creek, a smalltown nestled near the horse trails and hazelnut
orchards of Oregon's lush countryside. It is here,
where twenty-six-year old Gemma Porter lives a
vibrant life chasing her dreams.

Forty-Two year old history teacher KEN
CLAYBOURNE has the chance to change history.
He has slipped back to 1960s Los Angeles and
meets The Beach Boys drummer and devises
that it is his mission to save him. With the help
of two of his top former students KASS and
DARBY, they are out to stop Dennis innocently
from picking up two hitchhikers. They fail, and
now Dennis has fallen under the hypnotic spell
of CHARLES MANSON. A gruesome course
of history has been set which will end with the
TATE-LABIANCA murders. Ken, Kass and Darby
must regroup to stop Manson and his FAMILY,
no matter the sacrifice.
Throughout this time, we follow the group as
they ‘slip’ back and develop their plan. The story
proceeds through the next twelve months on
specific dates where different takes happen on real
life events.

But Gemma is underestimated by a world that
pigeonholes her as "intellectually disabled." While
the naysayers and bullies only see Gemma's
limitations, her beloved grandmother sees the
heart of a genius--and a soul of divination. When
Gemma's longing to be a mother collides with her
grandmother's hidden past, three generations of
Porter women are put in peril.
A harrowing adventure unfolds into a heroic quest
to save their lives. As Gemma's bravery is tested,
she will need to prove that regardless of age or
intellect, a mother's love knows no bounds.

The story takes a turn after the events of
AUGUST 9th, 1969 where the group save
the initial intended victims. However, they
unwittingly become targets themselves. Ken,
Kass and Darby enroll the help of the BLACK
PANTHERS to set up a final showdown with the
Family.
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LIVING DOLLS AND OTHER WOMEN
by S. Montana Katz

ZELDA BLAIR
by Jane Foster

In our era of #MeToo and fresh attempts to break
the gender biased holds on our culture, a portrait
of gender bias in the art world offers a microcosm
of the pervasive challenges to achieving equality.
Living Dolls and Other Women provides a
fictionalized account of that world set against the
pervasive sexual harassment in every corner of
urban daily life. Set in the late 1980s, with New
York City in the middle of a real estate crash,
Living Dolls and Other Women chronicles the
lives of five urban women as well as an activist
organization comprised of women in the art
world, the Living Dolls.

The story of Zelda Blair explores the denial a
victim of domestic abuse goes through before
finally breaking away.

Living Dolls and Other Women is an urban
drama, chock full of action: crime, mystery,
culture, and romance. The book takes on the
contemporary issues of sexual harassment and
discrimination, artistic merit, feminism, family
values, and sexual preference. It delves into the
main characters' lives and traces dramatic and
personal transformations of each. The comical
yet dead serious antics of the Living Dolls thread
through the novel as the backbone of the book.
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Zelda is the youngest of eight children. Her
mother is an American Literature professor, her
father the NY police commissioner. We meet her
as the mother of four young children, living in
San Francisco. Her husband Nick Blair is a rising
star in the financial industry.
Through her mother, Zelda meets a Stanford
English professor who befriends her and plays
a big role in waking her up to the danger her
husband poses for her and her children.
Although Zelda is trapped in an abusive marriage,
she navigates through a life in which appearances
are everything. For a period, she thinks her
close friend Brooke is having an affair with
Nick. Fortunately, she does not confront her and
finds that the real problem is a financial scandal
involving Nick.
Zelda returns to her parent’s house with her
children. She finds it hard to admit to her feelings
of shame, confusion and intimidation. We see
her struggle with the emotional contradiction of
loving a husband who attacks her physically with
increasing hostility.
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THESE WALLS BETWEEN US: A
MEMOIR OF FRIENDSHIP ACROSS
RACE AND CLASS
by Wendy Sanford
A founding author of Our Bodies, Ourselves—a
classic on women’s health and sexuality—Wendy
Sanford has turned her sharp mind to her own
life as a white woman in today’s world of race and
class inequities.
In These Walls Between Us, Sanford tells a story,
at once profoundly intimate and powerfully
political, of her sixty-five year friendship with
Mary Norman, whom she met as a Black domestic
worker in her privileged white family when both
were in their teens. Coming of age within the
cultural revolutions of the 1960s, 70s and 80s,
Sanford becomes a feminist, a lesbian and a
Quaker, and begins to face her biases around class
and race. As she reckons with the impact of her
white skin privilege and training in “the habits of
dominance,” she learns to see Ms. Norman more
fully and to become a more dependable friend.

N O TA B L E

BUGS, WEEDS, AND WATER
by Evangeline Greene
Zoey Starling has no idea what it means to be
normal. Everything she touches has a taste, and
her father’s identity is a town secret.
Her sisters have issues of their own. While it’s a
struggle for Celeste to connect with the world,
Ruby, who has a flair for the dramatic, doesn’t
seem to worry about anything.
Orphaned at birth, the fourteen-year-old triplets
live with their aunt in rural Leamington, Ontario,
steps from Point Pelee National Park.
From their little cottage on the lake, they mark
the seasons by the yearly migration of captivating
birds that pass through the park. Despite an
almost idyllic childhood grounded in Aunt Flory’s
home-cooked food and family values, Zoey
struggles to define her identity in a community
where the Starling family is the subject of gossip
and speculation.
But secrets run deep in the small town, and the
triplets aren’t the only ones with something to
hide...
By observing the people around her,
Zoey discovers that the truth isn’t always
straightforward and different perspectives shape
the world.
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ON THE WAY TO BIRDLAND
by Frank Morelli

HEARTSTRINGS
by Marjorie Lin Kyriopoulos

Self-proclaimed teenage philosopher Cordell
Wheaton lives in a sleepy, southern town where
nothing ever happens; not since his hero, jazz
musician John Coltrane, left some seventy years
earlier to “follow the sound.” Cordy’s life has
been unraveling since the night his father and his
brother, Travis, exploded on each other. The night
Travis’s addiction transformed him from budding
musician into something entirely different. The
night Travis took his saxophone and disappeared.
When Cordy’s father falls ill, the sixteen-year-old
vows to reunite the Wheaton family. He embarks
on a modern-day odyssey with forty bucks in
his pocket and a dream to find his brother and
convince him to be Travis again—by taking him
to a show at Birdland Jazz Club in New York
City, and reminding him of the common bonds
they share with their legendary hero. Cordy’s
journey is soon haunted by ghostly visions,
traumatic dreams, and disembodied voices that
echo through his mind. He starts to wonder if the
voices are those of the fates, guiding him toward
his destiny—or if he’s losing his grip on reality.

“It all began when I opened up a box of my
mother’s treasures and found photographs of my
Aunt Wanda, along with a newspaper clipping
from October 17, 1948. “Young S.L. Matron,
23, Killed in Rifle Mishap.” I wanted to know
more about my aunt. My search took me down
a winding road that led to my grandmother, my
mother, and myself.” ---Marjorie Lin Kyriopoulos
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Heartstrings is a deeply personal and
compassionate memoir that chronicles the history
and lives of the author's Greek-American family
in her own creative way. Based upon actual
events and interviews with family members,
she explores how tragic events can have a ripple
effect on past, present, and future generations in
surprising and unexpected ways. From stories
about immigrant experiences in the early 1900s to
the writer's personal journey of growth through
the tumultuous and radical changes of the 1960s
up to now, this book is a reminder that the past
is deeply rooted in the present. Through stories,
poetry, and photographs, the author illustrates
how trauma is often carried unconsciously from
parent to child, and into the future. Brilliantly
written, HeartStrings will send you on a path to
find meaning in your own family's stories.
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THE BASEBALL WIDOW
by Suzanne Kamata

IN THE AFTERMATH
by Jane Ward

When Christine, an idealistic American teacher,
marries Hideki Yamada, an aspiring Japanese
high school baseball coach, she believes that
their love will sustain them as they deal with
cultural differences. However, Hideki's duties,
and the team of fit, obedient boys whom he
begins to think of as a surrogate family, take up
more and more of his time, just as Christine is
struggling to manage the needs of their multiplydisabled daughter and their sensitive son. Things
come to a head when their son is the victim of
bullies. Christine begins to think that she and
her children would be safer - and happier - in
her native country. On a trip back to the States,
she reconnects with a dangerously attractive
friend from high school who, after serving and
becoming wounded in Afghanistan, seems to
understand her like no one else. Meanwhile,
Daisuke Uchida, a slugger with pro potential who
has returned to Japan after living abroad, may be
able to help propel Hideki's team to the national
baseball tournament at Koshien, fulfilling
Hideki’s ambitions and securing the futures of
his players, some of whom come from precarious
homes. Hideki must ultimately choose between
his team and his family.

When David Herron—overwhelmed and
despairing, his family’s business and finances in
ruin due to the bursting lending bubble of 2008—
takes his own life one chilly spring morning, he
has no idea the ripple effect his decision will set
into motion.
Two years later, his widow, Jules, is now an
employee of the bakery she and David used to
own—and still full of bitterness over David’s lies.
Their now-teenage daughter, Rennie, resents her
work-obsessed mother, and is convinced she’s to
blame for her father’s death. When Denise, the
former police detective who worked David’s case,
catches sight of Rennie at her sons’ school, she
becomes obsessed with attempting to right the
wrongs she believes she perpetrated two years
earlier.
And as all this unfolds in Boston, Daniel, the guiltridden young man who, in his old life as a banker,
helped create the circumstances that led to David’s
suicide, continues to punish himself for his sins
by living half a life, never staying anywhere long
enough to make friends or build something lasting.
Ultimately, each of these very different people—all
of them tied together by one tragic event—must
learn in their own way how to say good-bye to the
past and move into a brighter future.
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SOUL SEEKER
by Kaylin McFarren

ESCAPING MERCY
by Sam Polakoff

Crighton Daemonium arrives in the peaceful
town of Lochton, Illinois, searching for wicked
souls to add to his count. Benjamin Poe, a devoted
husband, father, and firefighter, finds himself in
a battle of wills against this evil, manipulating
demon, while protect his only son. Ultimately, Poe
is tricked into committing murder and Crighton
is rewarded with the soul he was sent to retrieve.

150 years in the future, hundreds of millions are
homeless and the sick are forced into a euthanasia
program called Mercy. Global leaders fiercely
debate population control versus keeping people
healthy.

Following Poe's execution, Crighton continues
his dark malevolent duties, until he's kidnapped
by members of The Sovereign Sector. This group
of scientists, notorious for experimenting on
supernatural creatures, forces Crighton into a
soulmate relationship with the very angel he was
sent to capture for the king of Hell, Lucifer.
With secrets revealed, darkness rules and loyalties
shift. The demonic soul-seeker soon becomes
the target of Lucifer's revenge, and his journey to
redemption and freedom–or eternal enslavement–
begins.
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When world-famous marine biologist, Dex
Holzman learns about Aeternum, an ancient
civilization at the bottom of the Coral Sea, he
discovers a secret with the power to alter the
trajectory of the planet. With the help of Cam
Atkinson, a civil rights attorney, Dex travels a
deadly path in his attempt to solve the world’s
most ominous dilemma. Along the way, he
uncovers a maniacal world leader’s vengeful plot
to shed population and restore the Earth to its
former glory.
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OPHELIA'S ROOM
by Michael Scott Garvin

HER SCREAM: REDO
by Sheryll O'Brien

A BRUTAL MURDER HAS TAKEN PLACE.
The God-fearing citizens of the sleepy midwestern
town believe evil has taken root.

College-aged women in the Finger Lakes region
of Upstate New York are targets of a serial rapist
known as REDO.

A young married couple, Charlie & Delia Mull,
are left to pick up the shattered pieces of their
broken lives following the unspeakable tragedy.
Townsfolk whisper from church pews that pretty
Delia Mull has brought the misfortune upon
herself – a cursed family legacy. Other locals
believe the horrific crime is merely another sign
of a violent and godless age.

Police departments from Syracuse to Geneva join
forces to find the sadist who rapes his victims,
not once, but twice. Detectives Matt Cambridge
and Ray Chase of the SPD Sexual Crimes division
lead the charge to find the man who's raped and
roamed for years.

A mysterious woman has rented the house six
doors down. Betty Malcomb is the new teacher
at the high school. Folks are suspicious of the
outsider. Why has Betty traveled to their peeling
little town? What would make her stay?
Located in the middle of the remote Kansas
prairie sits the state penitentiary. Imprisoned in
a concrete cell, a lone madman silently awaits his
opportunity to complete his unholy calling.
Best-selling author Michael Scott Garvin has
released this riveting, genre-bending masterpiece.
Equal parts — suspenseful story-telling and an
in-depth character study on loss & forgiveness.

Cambridge takes to the road to process clues.
Chase sticks close to home and plays a hunch.
They both find threads to pull - but only one
detective will live long enough to prove the
identity of REDO.
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HOTEL BARS AND THE ART OF BEING
CONSCIOUS
by August Delp

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF THE LAST
KID PICKED
by David Benjamin

Consciousness, experience & existence, friends
& lovers, alcohol, meaning, life's journey—all the
good stuff—are rolled together in this idea-driven
Gen X coming-of-middle-age story.

Through the telling of his own madcap
childhood, David Benjamin pays homage to the
exuberance of countless untamed boys who grew
up in Middle America in the 1950s. Whether
he's stalking frogs through the bogs of Tomah,
Wisconsin, playing four-kid baseball with his
bothersome little brother and two favorite
cousins, or sneaking into the theater to watch
Saturday afternoon Westerns, Benjamin is the
kind of little kid who eagerly would have fallen in
with the redoubtable Tom Sawyer.

After dropping off her only son at a Swiss
boarding school, independent and self-sufficient
Daisy becomes a hotel bartender in order to
pursue experience and search for meaning,
looking to explore life's next stage. She befriends
Coop, an advertising executive and bar patron,
who is also a recent empty nester. Together, they
attend a consciousness conference at which Daisy
reconnects with Bianca, a neuroscientist and
Daisy’s college roommate from many years prior.
The brilliant and hyper-connected Bianca, once
a rising star in the neuroscience world, has semisecretly worked on the development of mindcontrol drugs for the last two decades. She is
recruited by a billionaire software mogul to help
free his niece from a Japanese cult.
In parallel storylines, Bianca battles the cult and
Daisy undertakes a backpacking pilgrimage to
find meaning. The intertwined plots explore the
nature of consciousness and its implications for
the human experience.
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His tales--including one about a truly sorry
incident with Snappy, the snapping turtle, and
another about a run-in with a particularly
fiendish squirrel--are by turns hysterically funny,
caustic, aggrieved, and movingly sincere.
Traversing the nooks and crannies of kidhood,
from ballfields to swimming holes, The Life and
Times of the Last Kid Picked captures a moment
in twentieth-century American life, as Benjamin
magically recalls the myriad scrapes, intrepid
adventures, and wanderlust that once made
childhood such an exhilarating enterprise.
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THEY CALLED HIM MARVIN
by Roger W Stark

WINDS ACROSS BERINGIA
by Benjamin H. Barnette

Young lovers trying be be a family, but duty
called, interrupting them.

Nearly 15,000 years ago a daring young
Mammoth Hunter named Harjo sets out on a
life-changing journey across the now inundated
ancient land bridge that once interconnected
Alaska and Siberia called Beringia. He is
bound for the land of the Sea Mammal Hunting
people on the coast of the Bering Sea. There he
encounters a beautiful, mysterious, servant girl
named Onna; the likes that no one had ever seen
before or imagined existed. She was taken captive
from an unknown land far to the west across
the great massive glaciers that all believed were
impassable.

He answered. She, with child was left behind.
The war did end, but he never returned.
“They Called Him Marvin” is a history. A history
of war and of family. A history of the collision
of the raging politics of a global war, young love,
patriotism, sacred family commitments, duty and
the horrors and tragedies, the catastrophe that
war is.

Together they began an incredible adventure
to return to Harjo’s people and his river valley
homeland within interior Beringia. The
sage continues and tells the story of their life
long relationship thorough many wondrous
escapades, harsh desperate struggles, and intimate
romance within the back drop of the lost land
of Beringia—a wondrous world that was once
bursting with breathing taking sights and sounds
and teeming with exotic astonishing animals but
equally an unforgiving perilous environment.
Harjo’s people, the Mammoth Hunters, and other
prehistoric inhabitants of Beringia are destined to
be the ancient ancestors of all Native peoples of
North and South America.
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TRIPPING PAST OM
by Shelby Cochran

UNION MADE
by Eric Lotke

Jemma, engulfed in self-loathing from a failed
romance and boredom from caring for an
autistic brother, plunges herself into a dangerous
relationship with a head, a proselytizer of LSD.
He soon controls her through the drug and her
own false perceptions. She emerges into a life
of drugs, sex, and violence. The escapades she
experiences, both literally and symbolically, roller
coast Jemma into self-awareness. She finds that
Om (blessedness) is neither out nor in but who
and what she is.

In Union Made, a fast-paced romance with a
political edge, Pac-Shoppe department store
employees are fighting for union representation.
The novel reveals the tactics, strains, and risks of
mobilizing a multiracial group of workers to stand
together against a merciless management holding
them down.

Tripping Past Om sensually and lyrically pays
tribute to the quest for spiritual and personal
value in the postmodern world.
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With a strong female lead and a gripping labor
campaign that explores union organizing from
the inside, Eric Lotke puts the reader in the shoes
of Catherine Campbell, a labor organizer, and
Nate Hawley, an accountant whose company
is planning a hostile takeover of Pac-Shoppe,
the company she’s trying to organize. There
are sparks between the union activists and the
company’s dirty tricksters, and sparks between
Catherine and Nate.
As Catherine’s campaign falters in the face of PacShoppe’s illegal hardball tactics, Nate’s sympathy
for the workers and his fascination with Catherine
grow. Can the lonely accountant interest the
determined labor organizer by sharing evidence
of Pac-Shoppe’s dirty tricks? How much trouble
will he be in if he reveals corporate secrets to
the union? Find out in this touching love story
wrapped in a contemporary labor battle.
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STAY SAFE
by Sheryll O'Brien

GONE BEFORE GLORY
by Stephen G. Yanoff

Law enforcement professionals from across
Upstate New York are asking themselves a
terrifying question: Is a twisted psycho serial
killer avenging the death of REDO the serial
rapist who scarred his victims and his community
for decades? Tragically, the answer is yes.

Award-winning historian Stephen G. Yanoff
illuminates William McKinley's remarkable life
and tragic death in this highly acclaimed work, as
the small-town lawyer and Civil War officer rises
from obscurity to reach the highest office in the
land. GONE BEFORE GLORY brilliantly charts
the turbulent beginning of the twentieth century,
and the anarchist activity which led to President
McKinley's assassination. Though the story of
the McKinley administration has been told many
times, this is the rare version that conveys the
true motivations of the participants and reveals
the interconnected paths that led to the tragic
death of the 25th President of the United States.

Investigative teams: Kelly and Sanchez, Ridley
and Delgado, and Vela and Plank need to find out
how the two men are connected - and the only
way they can accomplish that is to pull a lot of
Twisted Threads.

A spellbinding tale of immense importance for
those who enjoy American history. Thoroughly
researched and brilliantly written by a born
storyteller. -- Renegade Reviews
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EXPEDITION TO MYSTERY
MOUNTAIN: ADVENTURES OF A
BUSHWHACKING, KNICKERBOCKERWEARING WOMAN
by Susanna Oreskovic
What’s it like to be an intrepid explorer . . . and
a woman? Expedition to Mystery Mountain is a
come-along adventure of a city-dwelling woman
who, with five fellow climbers, re-enacts the 1926
exploits of fearless trailblazers and pioneering
Canadian mountaineers Don and Phyllis Munday.
The team’s ambitious mission: to recreate
the Mundays’ route to Mount Waddington,
the highest peak of British Columbia’s Coast
Mountains, outfitted with vintage hobnail boots,
fifty-pound wood-frame packs, and only antique
ice axes for safety. Is the one woman in the crew
prepared to endure the hordes of mosquitoes, the
grizzly bears, the thickets of devil’s club, and the
other dangers on the List of Doom?
The way forward is uncertain. Fear is not. Her
mantra: “Just keep going.” To push on, she’ll
need to find inspiration in Phyllis Munday, a
badass woman of courage, good humour, and oldfashioned grit. She’ll have to come to terms with
her fear of not being good enough—even when
the path ahead is only more arduous. She’ll be
unstoppable if she can trust herself in the face of
uncertainty and unleash her inner wild woman.
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DEAR HEROIN:
A MEMOIR OF GOODBYES
by Linda Morrison
Dear Heroin: A Memoir of Goodbyes is a
powerful book that tells the story of Linda, her
son, and the fight to save him from his heroin
addiction. Linda walks with her son through his
darkness and her own, with nights filled with fear
as he relapses time and time again. When he dies
by suicide, one horrific journey ends and a new
one begins: an unending journey of loss whose
pain has no words. A journey no mother ever
plans to undertake.
But with the support of God, family, and friends,
Linda finds something she desperately needs:
hope. Within that hope, she finds the strength
to persevere and discovers a vibrant richness she
didn’t possess before. Linda becomes a beacon of
light for others, especially parents walking this
same path.
Dear Heroin is an inspirational tale of life, death,
and finding new life again.
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MIDORI AND THE 1000 STITCH BELT
by Dr. C. Thomas Somma

GETAWAY
by Glen Pourciau

Midori and the 1000 Stitch Belt is a fictionalized
account of the Pacific theatre of World War II told
through the unique perspective of a courageous
Japanese midwife wedded to a General in the
Imperial Japanese Army. Her husband, General
Tanoka, led the barbarous assault on China
in 1937 ending with the slaughter of 330,000
innocent civilians at Nanking. It tells of her
valiant efforts to preserve the lives of her three
sons, all serving in the Imperialistic Army and
to keep their names from being embroidered on
their families' 1000 Stitch Belt, containing five
centuries of her husband's lineage of warriors, all
who died for the glory of their empire.

Although the characters in Pourciau's stories
change face, story to story they all inhabit a world
dominated by interior voices revealing fragmented
selves. They find difficulty making their
inner worlds, with their competing narratives
and emotions, fit into the world surrounding
them. As they confront everyday predicaments
and encounters, they are oftentimes averse
to expressing their thoughts, thereby leading
themselves deeper into a conflicted interior
landscape.

Midori's profession as a midwife to deliver and
preserve life in an imperialistic society fanatically
bent upon destroying it.. It is a tale of the
senseless destruction of human lives by those
caught up in the fanaticism of the times, and who
willingly sacrificed themselves and others for the
glory of their Emperor.
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IN LIGHT OF STARS
by Bruce Willard

Willard's love of music combines with his
love and respect for the natural world.
Often rooted in, or coming out of, domestic
encounters, the poems of this collection rise
up (much like the clouds over his oft-traversed
Rockies), as the speaker throws his attention
to earth and sky, better to understand his own
dynamic and shifting inner weather.
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THE NEWEST EMPLOYEE OF THE
MUSEUM OF RUIN
by Charlie Clark
In The Newest Employee of the Museum of Ruin,
poet Charlie Clark interrogates masculinity, the
pastoral, the lasting inheritance of one's lineage,
and the mysterious every day. His speaker, ever
aware of impending ruin, experiences a landscape
colored by anxiety. But his speaker is also selfaware, curious and trying to refrain from too
much self-judgement: "I am sorry / for this cruel
wish, but I want my life to outlast / bitterness."
The speaker turns over and over the materials
of culture, asking what pleasure it creates,
replicates, diminishes, or destroys. When the
tension runs too high, the poet creates moments
of relief: "Suffering is not a philosophy any more
than rain is." Readers follow a speaker searching
for ways to enjoy living within a damaged and
declining world. Rich in image and wide-eyed,
the beautiful, the plain, the ugly coexist in a debut
collection 15 years in the making.
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IT ISN'T A GHOST IF IT LIVES IN YOUR
CHEST
by Joan Houlihan
Houlihan's sixth collection of lyric poems reflects
upon the persistence of what is lost and the
accidental ruptures of trauma that allow re-entry
into our world.
These poems are at once despairing and hopeful.

N O TA B L E

GENTEFICATION
by Antonio de Jesús López
"Gentefication" nuances Latinidad as not just an
immigration question, but an academic one. It
deals with Latinx death not as the literal passing
of bodies, but as first tied with language. It
asks, what are the hauntings of a tongue that
is repeatedly told, 'one must learn English in
order to succeed in this country'? What is the
psychological trauma deployed not by right-wing
bigots, but of white liberal institutions that give
scholarships to Latinx students, but nevertheless
prop up white supremacy by viewing their
payments as charity? How do Latinx students
become complicit in this tokenizing?
"Gentefication" wrestles with this 'survivor's guilt'
of higher education, of feeling as if you're the
only one among your homies that 'made it.' And
in an American moment dealing with scandals
across multiple universities this work is a timely
intervention that advocates for first-generation
audiences, for readers of color, and for all those
vested in the protracted struggle for our fair shot.
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SWEETGUM & LIGHTNING
by Rodney Terich Leonard

PRAYING FOR MRS. MOMBASA
by Doug Brendel

Sweetgum & Lightning lets us into an
extraordinary poetic universe, shaped by a
vernacular rooted in the language of self, one’s
origins, and music. In poems that are deeply
sensual in nature, Rodney Terich Leonard
considers gender and sexuality, art, poverty,
and community. Imagery expands through
unexpected lexical associations and rumination
on the function of language; words take on
new meaning and specificity, and the music of
language becomes tantamount to the denotations
of words themselves. Through extensive webs
of connotation, Leonard’s narratives achieve a
sense of accuracy and intimacy. The nuanced
lens of these poems is indicative of the honesty
of expression at work in the collection—one that
affirms the essentiality of perception to living and
memory.

Praying for Mrs. Mombasa is a hilarious, surreal,
irreverent look at how hope works. Along the
way, ethnic stereotypes get turned on their head
— there’s a Mexican, a Scandinavian, a Kenyan, a
Korean, and a Samoan, to name a few — racism
and sexism come under attack, and a six-year-old
smokes Virginia Slims. The story? There’s a mildmannered inner-city pastor (but he’s the Mexican;
aren’t they supposed to be hot-blooded?). He’s
besieged by his passionate wife (but she’s the
Scandinavian; aren’t they supposed to be cool
and calm?). He falls in love with a parishioner
who’s beset by her insatiable husband. Cue the
heavenly algorithm, triggering the arrival of an
angel — she’s the Korean. Political incorrectness
abounds, and it would all be terribly offensive
if not for vigilant commentary by a brilliant
twentysomething — who looks like an idiot. Then
there’s the neurotic narrator himself, hopelessly
white and male, desperately wishing he’d written
a stage play instead of a novel because playwrights
are so glamorous. Praying for Mrs. Mombasa is a
rollercoaster of cultural insanity, complete with
overlapping language barriers. And don’t forget
Mona, who needs to make a phone call before
disposing of her dead husband’s carcass. Good
luck, dear reader!
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HEZADA! I MISS YOU
by Phoebe Waldron

LAST OF THE ANNAMESE
by Tom Glenn

The last Midwestern traveling circus is due to
arrive in a rural village it has visited for a century
of summers. Like the village, the circus is on its
last leg. It’s down to one elephant and a handful
of acrobats. The circus boss’s sweetheart is dying.
The former starring act is recovering from cancer.
The assistant, Frank, plans to retire after this
show. Meanwhile, twins Heza and Abe wander
the hot fields and roads, waiting for the circus or
anything better.

Saigon, 1974 1975. Chuck Griffin, a retired
Marine officer, returns to Vietnam as a civilian
intelligence analyst to do his utmost to win
the war. He renews his friendship with a South
Vietnamese Marine colonel, Thanh, at whose side
he fought while on active duty. Chuck falls in love
with a Vietnamese woman, Tuyet, who knows
the country will fall and hopes Chuck will save
her and her young son, Thu. As the fall of Saigon
looms, Chuck discovers that Tuyet is Thanh’s
wife. When the North Vietnamese attack the city,
Chuck struggles to save Thanh, his wife, and his
child. Thanh chooses to stay behind to face the
North Vietnamese, but Chuck arranges for Tuyet
and Thu to escape. He himself is evacuated under
fire to a ship of the 7th Fleet in the South China
Sea. There he discovers that Tuyet has chosen to
stay in Saigon with Thanh. Only Thu has escaped.
Liberation Radio, the broadcast service of the
victorious North Vietnamese, reports that Thanh
and Tuyet are both dead. Chuck embraces Thu.

Hezada! I Miss You is a novel that explores
tradition, love, and suicide—set under the fading
tents of small-town America and the circus.
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JUST ONE LOOK
by Joanne Kukanza Easley

NOKI
by Douglas Farrago

In 1965 Chicago, Dani Marek falls in love at age
thirteen, stuck boy-blind by a tall handsome
fifteen-year-old named John. For five blissful
years, she floats on a cloud of happiness and plans
their future, but John is drafted into the Viet Nam
war and loses his life. Shattered, Dani goes off the
rails, wreaking revenge on the male population of
Chicago. Her life is bereft of self-examination, but
she is ambitious. She marries Luke, a man with
money, using him for college tuition as he uses
her as an ornament—their union is a mutual pact
of convenience. After a night Dani would rather
forget, she becomes pregnant, and her ambitions
are derailed. When the marriage ends in Luke’s
suicide, she’s left with a toddler, a fortune, and
a budding career. At last, Dani turns a critical
eye on how she’s conducted her life since John’s
death. Her hard heart cracked open when Lorelei
was born, then flowers when she meets John’s
boyhood friend Noah, who served with him in
the Army and has worshipped her from afar.
Together, they put the ghosts who haunt her to
rest.

When a highly skilled boxer with autism wants
to take part in the corrupt world of professional
fighting, whose decision is it to make?
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A bankrupt boxing gym, a down-on-his luck
drifter, and a desperate father grapple with an
opportunity that could solve all their problems,
but at a tragic cost.
Noki has grown up in his father's gym, around
the seedy world of boxing his whole life, the
fighters there calling him a "man-child." A
young Black man with autism with a penchant
for wearing Disney t-shirts, Noki is gifted with
incredible boxing skills, considered by his inner
circle as unbeatable. But when the unscrupulous
boxing bigwigs see dollar signs, his gym family
is torn: Are they permitting Noki to pursue his
passion or are they taking advantage of someone
with a disability. Noki, a new young adult fiction
novel by Douglas Farrago, is a masterfully
written coming of age story of loyalty, grit, and
self-discovery in the most heartbreaking of
circumstances.
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AN ELEPHANT ATE MY ARM: MORE
TRUE STORIES FROM A CURIOUS
TRAVELER
by Laurie King
An entertaining and illuminating look at some
of the world’s quirkiest places, creatures, and
activities.
For anyone longing to get back out into the world,
these twenty-one true stories are almost as good
as a plane ticket! They bring you the very best of
travel: steeping in the terroir of new places and
connecting more deeply with unique people, food
and wildlife.
King writes with insight, wit, and unquenchable
curiosity, transporting readers to fantastical
faraway places: a man-eating lake on a Caribbean
island, the forest home of a three-eyed cannibal,
the world’s first labyrinth, a portal to the
Uncanny Valley, the perfect site for watching eagle
sex, and many more. These almost-unbelievable
locations really do exist, and the author has
visited them all. She seems to find the marvelous
in everything she encounters—each story reminds
us we live in a world full of wonders.

N O TA B L E

THE DEMON IN DISGUISE
by Ashley Elliott
In the late evening of May 18, 2002, prominent
local businessman Carter Elliott and a young
protégé become the first double-homicide victims
in the history of Conway, Arkansas. The Conway
PD, Arkansas State Police, and FBI combined
to launch a painstaking investigation into what
seemed a meticulously planned mob-style
execution. There were no eyewitnesses, recorded
disturbances, fingerprints, evidence of a robbery,
or DNA.
After weeks of investigation, and several theories,
law enforcement had made no progress. Then, one
month after the murders, the mother of Ashley
Elliott, the estranged wife of Carter Elliott, went
missing.
After several frantic hours, Ashley and her
brother determined that Dr. Richard Conte, their
mother’s second and divorced husband, had
kidnapped their mom. After an excruciating back
and forth, Conte released her and turned himself
over to law enforcement. A Nevada court later
sentenced Conte to six to fifteen years.
The kidnapping, however, breathed life into
the stalled homicide investigation. Was there
a connection? Did Conte kill Carter Elliott to
eliminate perceived romantic competition?
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WHERE MADNESS LIES
by Sylvia True
A masterful novel. Where Madness Lies unfolds
against the backdrop of the Holocaust and
seamlessly reflects back to us our own perilous
times. Told with utter insight and beauty.
Annie Weatherwax, author of All We Had, now a
major motion picture. Germany, 1934. Rigmor, a
young Jewish woman is a patient at Sonnenstein,
a premier psychiatric institution known for their
curative treatments. But with the tide of eugenics
and the Nazis' rise to power, Rigmor is swept up
in a campaign to rid Germany of the mentally ill.
USA, 1984. Sabine, battling crippling panic and
depression commits herself to McLean Hospital,
but in doing so she has unwittingly agreed to
give up her baby. Linking these two generations
of women is Inga, who did everything in her
power to help her sister, Rigmor. Now with her
granddaughter, Sabine, Inga is given a second
chance to free someone she loves from oppressive
forces, both within and without. This is a story
about hope and redemption, about what we pass
on, both genetically and culturally. It is about the
high price of repression, and how one woman,
who lost nearly everything, must be willing to
reveal the failures of the past in order to save
future generations. With chilling echoes of our
time, Where Madness Lies is based on a true story
of the author's own family.
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THE NOBLE EDGE: RECLAIMING AN
ETHICAL WORLD ONE CHOICE AT A
TIME
by Christopher Gilbert
The Noble Edge: Reclaiming an Ethical World
One Choice at a Time provides these answers as
Dr. Christopher Gilbert invites readers into an
inspirational conversation spiced with personal
stories, humorous anecdotes and invaluable
guidance about making consistently good choices.
Based on three research-proven steps and nine
principles for leading an ethically driven life, The
Noble Edge brings a fresh approach to personal
growth and inspires real change to empower a
brighter future.
As useful in the board room as the family room,
this easy-to-follow book contains insightful
stories and a powerful model that sharpens the
ethical lens and empowers readers to examine
their own standards and values by applying
transformational concepts to their life. Most
importantly, readers will finish The Noble
Edge encouraged that they have the power and
capacities-- individually and collectively-- to
achieve moral progress and bring better ethics
into their organizations, families, communities
and the world.
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BEHIND THE LENS
by Jeannee Sacken
Eight years ago, seasoned photojournalist Annie
Hawkins Green barely survived a Taliban ambush
that left her military escort dead and a young
Afghan girl dying in her arms. Since then, she
has managed to suppress her memories of that
brutal day—until she returns to Afghanistan to
teach a photography workshop at the secondary
school for girls run by her expat best friend
Darya Faludi. As the Taliban gain prominence
in the once peaceful region, Annie’s nightmares
from her last time in-country come roaring back
with a vengeance. But are they just dreams? The
unshakeable feeling of a grim, watchful presence
makes Annie think otherwise.
As Annie struggles with her nightmares, more
trouble brews with the suspicion that Darya’s
teenage daughter is sneaking away at night
to meet her shadowy boyfriend. Meanwhile,
Annie’s own daughter wages war with her father
and stepmother back home, feeding Annie’s
all-consuming mom-guilt. Her only comfort, a
poetry-writing U.S. Naval officer who saved her
life all those years ago, is now at the other end of
a satellite phone 7,000 miles away. How can he
possibly keep her safe?
How can anyone?

N O TA B L E

THE PATRIOT'S GRILL
by Steven Day
It is May 12, 2099 and America has been
controlled by a brutal dictatorship for 70 years.
Democracy isn’t just dead; it’s been erased from
history. For Joe Carlton, bartender at The Patriot’s
Grill, concepts of self-government and personal
freedom are unimaginable.
An old man enters the lounge and to Joe’s
irritation, begins pestering him with stories about
growing up in a free country and then watching
that freedom die. He tells Joe that now, almost
three quarters of a century later, he is one of only
a few survivors left to tell the story: the last few
lanterns in a darkening world.
Despite himself, Joe grows intrigued, eventually
becoming so engrossed in the conversation he
fails to notice the lounge filling with customers.
When the crowd’s presence finally hits home,
he panics, certain someone must have overheard
their discussion and will turn him in. Desperate
to save himself, he reports the old man’s treason
to the Internal Security Service, something he
immediately regrets. Just before ISS agents,
responding to his call, violently take the old man
into custody he whispers to Joe, “Remember, Joe
you’re the light now.”
The remainder of the story chronicles Joe’s quest
for redemption, for himself and for America.
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If there's a book
that you want to
read, but it hasn't
been written yet,
then you must
write it.”
—

TONI MORRISON, THE AUTHOR OF

BELOVED, SONG OF SOLOMON, AND JAZZ
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